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BETTY JANE BIRR,

called as a witness by the Plaintiff, being first duly

sworn, was examiped and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

0 » O » ©

Would you please state your name for the record?
Betty Jane Birr.

And if you copld. gtate yoﬁr address, please.

(b) (6) |

And your phone number?

(b) (6) |

My name is Kurt Lindland. As I indic;ted.vl

represent the United States anirqnméntal
Proteétion Agency in the action fér ﬁhich we are
here today.

'~ Are you familier ﬁith.the oath that you just

took?

‘Yes.

bo you recognize that oath as binding on you

today as it would be in a court of law?

Yes.

If therﬁ's a question that i'ask and you dOn;t
undetstand it, just say that you don't understand
it and I can :ephfase ie. It théfe is any.

question that you don't -- that‘ybu don't hear.
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Where was that?

just say. "Could'you repeat the question,

pleasi."

.Okay.'-

If your attorney objects, you should still answer

-the'quqstion.except if he says, "Don't answer the

question." If you need to leave for anything,

~you know, say something‘and we can arrange for a

break.
Have you ever been deposed'befofé?

Yeé.

Toledo, Ohio.

And do you reméﬁbar the action or the name of the
action? |

It had to do with a discrimination suit.

Okay. Do you remember the.parties invélved?

No. 1It's too many years ago.

When gpprbximately was that?

Let's see. It was in the early '80's. That's

-the best 1 can_remembqri'

Do you r;membef what role you pléyed.in that; for
oxamplg; a witness?

I was questioned.because I was the supefviSor aﬁ
that time;

Who did you work for then?
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Conrail.

And was Conrail involved in the action?

Yes.

Have you ever testified at trial before?

No.

Okay. I've got a few questions I'd like to ask

you regarding this deposition and the'days and
weeks tha; were preceding today.

First of all, did you speak with anyone

. about this deposition -~

No.

{(Continuing) -- in preparing for it?
No. .
MR. BRMILIO: Other than the attorneys?

Other than I was supposed to be here, yeah.

MR. LINDLAND:

Q

0 > 0 > 0 >

Okay. Did you speak with anyone other than your

counsel about. this deposition or in preparatiqn
£or'this deposition?

1 notified my manager I would be going.

And who is your manager?

Dale King.

Dale King?

'Uh-huh;.

And what did you say to Dale King?
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.A That I was to com§ and answer questions in
handling the papérwork_of the hazardous material
that goes through Elkhart. |

Q Is Dale King still your manager?

A Yeah. )

. (Plaintiff's Deposition Exhibit No. 1
;marked for %dentification.)-
-EY MR. LiNDLAND: |
Q I'll hand you what's been marked a§ Plaintiff's

Exhibit No. 1. Have you seen this document

before?
A _Yes.
Qi' And in what conﬁext hﬁvé you seen this document? .
A This morning to see what I could answer, what

quektions I could answer..
Q You were asked what que#tions you could answer by
" looking at this document? |
Mﬁ. ERMILIO: I'm not going to let her
discuss the matters diécussed, any
converéétions with counsel.
BY MR. LINDLAND:
Q  Okay. If you could just'review thi§ document --
I believe it's beginning on pége_two -- and if
you éouldljust ~-- if you could just indicate

which matters there you have knowledge of.
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Number two, number seven I could answer soméwhat,
numbor‘eiqht, I could Qnswer for my department on.
nunmber hipe, number 14, the handling of the
waYbil;s. That's about it.

Okay. Thank you. Did you raviéw any other
dpcuments in prepafation for this daposition?

No.

Did you make any notes, any memos to yourself?

No.

Did you bring'with.youigny documents or:notes of'
memos relating to -- |
Np.
(Con;iﬁuing) -- the Conrail yard today?
I brgughtlnothing.
Did your counsel review your files at Conrail?
| MR. ERMILIO: Objection. I'm not going

to let you discuss or get'into.anythiﬁg

we did or anything that I dig.

MR. LINDLAND: Well, there's no --
there's no communiéation hare; I'm just
asking if you reviewed her files.

MR. ERMILIO: If I was looking at
doéuments? | |

MR. LINDLAND: Right.

MR. ERMILIO: That's going to be
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protécted. Any particular documents I chose
to 106k at I'm go#ng to také the position
_thgé that is protected, also.

'~ MR. LINDLAND: Are you instructing
_your'client not to answer?

MR. ERMILIO: Yaeas.

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

0 ¥ ©O ¥ O » ©O » O » O » QO »

I have a few questions I'd like to ask you now

about your background, and I'd like to begin with

your education. Did you graduate from high

school?

Yes..I did.

And where did you go to high school? -\

Loudoun County High, Leesburg, Virginié.
And what year did you gradﬁate?

'62. - | '

Did you go to colleqe?-

I've only taken one or two courses.

And what courses are those?

Those were in early childhood education.

' They were both in the same topic?

Uh-huh.
What year did you take those?
It was in the '70's. That's the best I can --

Where diag you take those?_
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‘Fremont, Ohio.

Have you had any seminars or trainindlsince then?
In what field?
In anything.

Other th&n what Conrail would otter?

Including what Conrail would offer.

Yeah. Conrail has given us different training --

training in different fields.

‘Okay. Can you name some of those fields?

In HazMat.

That's hazardous matefials?'

Uh-huh. | |
What year did you take your firét hazardous.
materials éohrse at éonrail?.

I cannot remember the years because it's beéﬁ

quite a few years.

Routhy,'like -

Roughly, it had to be back in '83, '84.
Did you také any other hazardous materials
courses? |

No.

So there was just one at Conrail then?

There could_habe possibly been others, but I

don't remember. It's been quite a while.

Okay; ;Did you take any othér courses at Conrail?
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_ 11
They gave us -- boy. On EEO, equal_rights, how -

to handle discipline. -

That was in the same seminar?

No. They're all separate.
Okay. Do you remember any others?

I know there was more, but I can't rémember them

" right now.

Okay. The hazardous materials:semihar,_dé you

remember who sponsored that or who --

It waS‘spénsOred by Conrail.

Do you remember who the speakqfs were?
Yes, Norm Mikrut, Mfi-k;r-u-t.

And ishNo¥m an employee of Cohrail?

Yes, he is. | |

Was he'at{the iime he'gaQe the seminar?’
Yes, he'wés...

And what is Norm's position?

He is now a tower operator.

That's tfa-l-l-e-r?

T-0o~w—-e-r, tower.

Tower, I'm sorry. _

That's his -- that's what he's doing now. -
Wpat tower does he wofk in, do you know?
One in the Chicago area.

Were there any other instructors?
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He's the only one I can remember.

Did ybu receive any written materials from that

seminar?
No. Basically, we just went over certain items.

Do you remember specifically any items that yéu

did go over?

How to write a CT-168. That's a hazardous
material.torm.

CT-1687

Uh-huh.

And what'exactly is a CT-1687

)

It's a form that we give the train crew that

shows car number initial, the status of the car,

it-it's loaded or empty and what the placard of'

the hazardoﬁs material is, the identification
number and the placement ih the train. -

And whé:e are those'documentq kdpt?

Bach location keeps their own. We in Elkhart
keep them at the outbound clerk station.

The outbound clerk'station? |

Uh~huh. o

Where is that on -- with reépect to the yard?
It's in the hump buildingﬁ second floor.

Are they retained there forever?

No, tor a few months.

. cra— ——— L’ A . A S S T A, 11 =
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_And are they then sent to another locatipn?

No. They’'re destroyed then.

Who destroys them?

I give them permission when to doﬁtrqy them.

Okay. Are théro coples that are ~-- that are kept-

in.another location?

‘No.

Thefe's juét a cop? and“it'i kept -
I believe the time period is'th;ee'mpﬁths we keep
them. | \ | |
Okay. When did you first become employed?
11-13-78. o
And who'wgs your employer then?
Conrail. |
What was your first position with Cbnrail?.
Clerk. |
MR. CUNNINGHAM: Excuse me. What was
the date? |
'MR. LINDLAND: 11-13-78. I think.

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you.

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

A

What location waﬁ that in?

"Toledo, Ohio.

What sort of yard was that; was that a

classification yard?
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Yes, it was.

What were your duties és'a Clérk_in 19787 .

We had various duties. Each position was worked
differently. One was a genoral.clerk where you

checked the trains in, read the car numbers and

"initials. Another was what they called a bill
- rack clerk, which is an outbound clerk.

_I'm sotry: could you repeat your answer?

The second one was a bill rack clerk, which is an
putbound clerk. He;s in cha;ge of getting ﬁho
pape;wérk toqéther for outbound trains._ Another
position ;as classification clerk where you
classified whefe the car is going to go, a
numeric number was pﬁt on it. Another oﬁe»was a
chief cléfk where you oversaw everything.

So does a chief clerk b#érsee a.general clerk?
ngrséés all the jobs, yes.

Okay. Do-you remember who your subervisor was as
a general clerk?

Jim Hulas.

Hulas?

Uh-huh. |

Do you know if Jim Hulas still works at Toledo?

I believe he's at the van site ih Toledé, Ohio.

Now, it's my understanding that you worked all of

e ——— A ——  —  ———  —— — ——— ——

14
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these positions --
Yes. |
(Continuing) -- as clerk beginning 11-13-787
Uh-huh. |
Which one did you work first?
General clerk.
General clerk. And second?
Classification.
And third?
Bill rack.
And'éhen you were a chief clerk theﬁ?
Yes. 'I worked -- I worked that, also.
As a bill rack 4-_wait. Strike that.

As a_classificaiion clerk, who didlyéu
report to?
Jim Hulas. We faported to_him for all positions.
He was our supervisor. | |
What-was his title?
Supervisor of transportation reporting.
Did you reéeive any training in the handling Qf
hazardous materials és'a;clerk in 19787 |
You were instructed by another clerk on each
position.v g
Who were you instchted by?

Oh, I can't remember the clerk's name back then.
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That's quite a while.

_Okaj. ‘'Was there any training manual or an? sort

of procedures document that was used by the

_clerk§ in handling hazardous materials?

We always had a BO —- BOE-6000 hazardous
materials mahdal'available for reference.
What exactly is a BOE—SOOOrhazardous materials:

manual?

"That has all the information pertaining to.

hazardous material, what thelcémmodities‘afe}

what they'll do.

Does BOB staﬁd for Bureau.of Explosives?
Yes, it#does.- | _

And did you haQe a copy of that in 19787
At the Bill of rack there was Qné, yes.

Does Conrail still use that document?

Yes, they do. It's called a BOE-6000L right .now.

. Is the type of hazardous materiglé identified in

there that are used at the yard?

Ye-, Excuse me. You say used at the yard?
Yes. 1In othér words, does the BOE-6000 contain
list of hazardous materialg used at the yard?
Not used at the yard but car loads of hazardous
matqrials that goes through the yard.

Is this sort of a general list or is this

16
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17
specific for each yard?
No. It's for all locations of Conrail.
Okay. Then this is ; list of potential mﬁteriala
thét might cdme through the yard; is that
accufate?" | |
Anything that'slhazardous materials that's
handled, yeah.

Okay. After you were qhief clerk, were you -

- promoted?

I was promoted in about Januar?.of '80 or Janﬁary
'81..

And what were you promoted to?

Supervisor of transportation reporting.

" Where was that?

Toledo.

What_were your responsibilities as ;hperGisdr of
ttansportaﬁion reporting?

Oversee all the clerical positions.

Who was your immediate superviéor?

Keith Banister.

Baxter?

Bnnister, B-a-n-i-s-t-e-r. _

Is Mr._Bénister st}li in Toledo?

No.- He's in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania now.

But he's with Conrail?
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- Yes, he is.

Do you know what his position is now? . -

Manager.

As the supervisor of transportation, did you

receive any training in hazardous materials_then?

At some time or another we_had'another-class in

.hézardpus training, yes, bﬁt-it.ﬁouid be no more

than what'I stated before.

When you say "no more,"” do you mean the content

was basically the same?

Yeah --

Do you --

(Continuiﬁg)'-- because it'wés a yard;_

Was the Toledo yard bésically the same layout as

'the Elkhart yard?

Yeé, except Elkha:t is much larger.

Dé youlfemembor who taﬁght that clﬁss while'you_
were in Toledo? |

NbL I don't.

bo you remgmber anything ébout that class?

Basically it was the same thing, to cover the

_hnhdling of the 168. .

. Did you also have a BOE-60007?

You always have one of those.

Were you then promoted?
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Like, when I came to Elkhart?

Well, after January 1980.

19

I was the STR at the yard, and then in '85 I was

promoted up a drade_to_slkhurt.
198572 |
Uh-huh.

Do you remember the month?

‘May.

And what were you promoted to?

Just a different title, same duties, higher

grade.

And how many Qéars were you at.;hat grad§ or thdt
position then? o

wéll, actually, I'm stili at the same position:
it's just a ditterent_title. |

Okay. And what title is that?

Supervisor customer operations.

And what month and year were you promoted to that

position?

That really wasn't a promotion, They just
changed all their titles.

Okay. What vear was that in?

They've changed at least three times in_ﬁhe last
five years so -- |

Do'you remember the first time?
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20
No, I don't.

Do you remember the second?

No, I don't. They keep changing the title, but

'it's the same job.

Wh} do thef change the'titlé; éo &ou know?'
Because now'we're a.customor operation center and
they want us to be known that that is what we're
there for now, to work with the customers.

Do your responsibilities change at all --

 No.

(Continuing) -- as the tltle changes?

No.

And your responsibilities thén stayed the same
from your 56b in Toledo as SIR to your job'as_STR
in Elkhart?_ |

I'm doing the same'duties, just hﬁve a biggér
location. | | |

Who was your supervisor'when you first came to
thelslkhart yard in 19857

Waltor_Wood.

Walter Wood?

Uh-huh. _ |

Do &ou know if Walter Wood is still at the
Conrail yafd? . |

He's rgtired.
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Does he reside in Elkhart?
Fort Wayne. -

Who was your supervisor after Mr. Wood?

- Rick Roberts.

Is Mr. Roberts still at the Elkhart yard?

No. He's someplace in'Bennsylvania. He was at
Pittsburgh. He transter;éd ;géin.

Does he work for Conraillstill?

Yes, he does.

How long was he your'éupervisof?

Just a short time, about a year.

Who was your supervisor after Mr. Roberts?

- That would be Dale King.

And what year did he first become your

supervisor?

Probably 1990.

And he's still your supervisor?;

Yes, he is.

MR. ERMILIO: Excuse me. Betty, for

the reporter's sake and also to help us get
a cléar récord, wiil you wait until Mr.
Lindland_is done asking you quesﬁions before
ydu hnswer: otherwise, she's going to be
'tryinq to type each of your responses at the

same time.
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How many people work under you right now?

Twenty-one.

And could fou Ii§t the vdrioﬁs.positions thaﬁ are
under you? | |

I have chief clerks --

I'm sorry, chief clerks?

Uh-huh. |

And how many of those do you have?

Three. No, it would be four with the relief. I

" have bi11 rack clerks. That would be four

counting the relief. I ha&e outbound camera
clerks. -
OutbOund.éamera?

Uh-huh. That's four, also, and I have four
utility clerks, five relief positions.and three
extra board. |

That's extra board?

Uh-huh.

What does a chief clerk 80?

He weighs cars, he handles c;ils from the
customers, he takes care of my extri_board;
filling the poéitibns.

That's extra board; that's two wbrdé?

Uh-huh.
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What exactly is an extfa boafd?
They cover all positions that they're quélified
on. It thsre‘s a vacancy, they are cailed to
work_thaﬁ poeition.
They £ill in?
They £ill in, vyes.
Are there aﬁy other functions that a chief clerk
performs? o
He oversees the_entife operation when I'm not
there. | o
And i§ there a chiet:cierk_there'éil.the time? .
Yes.  It's a 24 hour opefation. |
Okay. What shift do you wdrk?
I'm usually there during the d&y; but_I'm on call'
24 hours a day seven days a week. |
D6 your chiéf clerks receive any training_in
hazardous matefials?_

Aboﬁt_the same as I.

Is that true for everyone in the -- your office?

Yes.

Okay. What are ﬁhe names of }our'chief clerks?
Tha.day shift from seven to three is Jim Taylor.
From three to eleven we have a Victor Feeley.

Victor Feeley?

" Uh~huh. And from eleven to seven we have a Jim

Vo
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Wollman, and the reliet.would'belbekoy Krempec.

When is the relief persoh usqd?

Various days, s;turday and Sunday days; Mondiy

‘second; Wédnesday, Thursday third.
You indicated that the chief clerk is responsible .
_ for weighing cars?

'Uh-huh.

Is that weighing all cars?
Only the ones that are specified to be weighed.

And how are they specified to be weighed?

~ The utility clerk will class them on the -- on

train arrivals when they issue the switch list by
indicating an "S" in the column, and that will

signify the cars to be weighed.'

‘What's a switch list?

A switch list is a list of the cars lined up in

the order that they arrived in the yard with a

nine line désignating where they are to go and if

they are loads or empties.

So there's an indication on the switéh list of

~ the weight of the load?

To be weighed, yves.

Why is the car weighed?

Maybe the customer needs it weighed for revenue

purposes} Maybe we need to find ocut if it's

24




g -

10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

.21

22
23

24

25

25

nctuilly loaded or empty.

‘§o that wouldn't be indicated on the switch list,

whether --

Some of it is done.autcmﬁticaily by the computér
that when they initially waybill it, they can put
what they cail a wener, w-e-n-e-r, in the
Vaybill,'go the computer.will aﬁtomatic#lly pick
it up and put it on the switch list for us.
We'll get into all of that --

Oh, yeah.‘ _ |

(Coﬁtinuing)'-- in detail, I'm sure. The tank
car is weighed; as.well?' o

If it's needed.

Wwhat does a bill rack clerk do?

He checkg -- let me:staft over. He receives what

we call a YMMO, it's a yvardmaster move, g_piece
of paper, a liét of cars. That éhowé the list of
cars that are moved from one track to the other.
He makes éure th§y'are lined up in the
computer, that they all have a ;¥-the oﬁes that
are necessary to have'a wa?bill has a waybill,
such as hazardous materials, high-wide and
éertainhforeign lines still requiré ﬁaybills on
everything. |

You say high-wide?
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 Yes, excessive dimension cars.

Okay. So larger than normgl cars required one of

these?

Larger than normal cars, yves.

Ahd whaﬁ is a norm§1 car?

A normal car would bé a regular bbx car, an 80
foot_;ar;

Eighﬁy foot?

Yeah.

What's the dimension of a high-wide‘car?
High~wide would be anything over probably"
nineteénltoot two and anything wider than qleven
foot thfge;

What's thé size of a tank car?

I couldn't tell you.

Are-thefe any other functions of a bill ragk

clerk?

He handles all the paperwork. ﬂe pioducés the

bills for the_hagardous material. He writes the

CT-168. he notifies the trainmaster and/or i
yardmaster if the hazardous material cars are not
properly placed in the train. If he has cars

that are in the train that'dre not to go in that

“train, we call them inwrongs.

Coulad ydu épéll that?
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Yos. It's one word, i-n~w-r-o-n-g-s, inwrongs.

It's cars that are in the train -~ let's say the
train is going west and there's a car that's
supposed to be going east. -He haq to notify'them

s0 that'they can take it out.

'You say that they write'the CT-1687

We used to write it. It is noﬁ computef
generated, but we check it over and what's
missing we hand write it on there, the placards
that they'ré missing. |
Are there any -- what's the éthQr functions pt.a
bill rack clerk?

He compiles it all, writes a train bid'sheet.

What is a bid sheet?

- It shows the engine numbers, how many cars are in

the train, if there's any exceptions,_suéh'as
hazardous material, excessive dimepsion cars,
shows the first and last car number and each
block of the train, the total tonnage for each
block. He then faxes thaﬁ to Lansing, Illinois
to éréate"a wheel report,'which goes.with all of
the paper to the crew.

You said a wheel répoft?

Yes.

What exactly is a wheel report?
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train exactly hpﬁ'i; stands on the track so

.everybody knows what's in the train.

And then what happens to the'whqel report?
The wheel report, all the waybills that are

necessary to go, a copy of the train bid shqet

'and the CT-168, if there is one, goes to the

crew, and a copy 6f the bid shegt, of course,

goes to the diépatchers in Dearborn.

Okay. So the wheel report is the last sort of

compiled --

Xes.

-(Continuinq) -—'grbup of all';he documents that

'haed to go with the train?

With the wheel report, if there is hazardous”.
material in the train, it will kick out the
CT-168.and the HazMat ;hat'tells you what the
commodity is, and if anything happens.'what the

emergency response would be, what you should do.

So thht information would be included in the

ﬁhool report?
Yes.
What is a bill rack?

It's an 0ld name for an outbound clerk. Years

ago it was a biq plece of wood; square with lots

28
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of pigeon holes-in it, ﬁhere.you used to put
wuyﬁills.by the lﬁst digit of the car number._

Okay{

It's kind of obéplete.

" It dosesn't -- so that is not used anymore?

No. not -- it's not used except'for hazardous
materiﬁl.éars. We still maintain bills for those
sy thé lﬁst caf numbér. Instead of 70 some.
pigebn.holes we noﬁ have'tenf

Makes your life gaéier?

Yes. |

wﬁo are your bill rack clerks?

Fi;st shift would be Frank Lenox, L-e-n-o-x,

second shift would be Dave Brusich, third shift

.would_be Betty McClinton. The relief would be --

they just hdde a bump. Pete Rules I believe just
bumped onto it{

Do yoﬁ‘know how long'Frank Lenox has been there?
He came -~ I know he has a year before he retires
8o he's been there for éuite a few years.

Has hé glways béen a bill rack'clerk; do you
know?

No; he's been various.

Do you know how long he's beaﬁ_ﬁ.bill.raék clerk?

This time around he's been on about a year.
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When &bu say "this time around,"” is this sort of

" a general circulation of employees?

They have what you cail.bumping rights that you
cin bump from one jpb'to anothe:_if you're
disb}aced or your job is taken off. .It's by

senioritf.

I see. Do you know whether he has been a bill

‘rack clérk before?

Yes, he has.

Do you know when?

Back up. Let's see. Thiﬁ is '92. It had to be
in the latter part of.ﬁhe '80'3, probably '86 to
'88. | o |

Do. you know.how long he was a bi;l rack cie:k

then?

‘He was there for a couple_years.
‘Do ybu kndw any of the bill rack'clerks or any of
‘their names who haQé been bili rack clerks before

-+ 19857

Frank would probably have been the only oné.
Frank Lenox? |

Uh-huh.

Dodydﬁ knoﬁ anyone else that's working right now
at the Conrail yard in Elkhart that was a bill

rack clerk prior to 1985? | _ o
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Maybe a Tom Bays.

Tom Bays?

‘Bays, B-a~y-s. I think there was an Eiika

Lowell.
Erika Loweli?
Uh—huh. She is now at 47th Street, thOUqh;.in

Chicago. And I'm not sure if any of the others

. worked it before '85 or not.

Okay. What does an outbound camera clerk do?

He takes the yardmaster move shget, the YMMO, and
he physically checks by camera all cars pulled |
out in the west end of the yard to make outbound
trains.

When youﬁsay,'"by-camera," what do you mean "by
camera”"? |

We have cameras through the yard, and as they
come by they -- they click ong we record all the
moves, and he plays them back and checks them by
the video. |
Sé.thc_cameras will -- they autématicaily turn
on -- |

Uhfhuh.

(Céntinuing) -- when a car moves?

Yes.

Do you know -~ is there a motion detector -that's
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on.the_came;a?
It's in the rail.
How lbnq has Conrail.used these cameras?
Since I've been thefe. |

And how many cameras are there in the yard:;: do

. you know?

We have four on the outbound'and three on the
inbound.

And thei; purpose is_ﬁo record the éarﬁ that Are.
‘coming in and going out? | |

Yes.- .

And do they record a number; is that what'the
clerk looks for? |

It reads ihe car numbgr'-- yoﬁ actually
physically Qee the car, and you see the number
right on the sidq of the car, the car number
initial. _

Okay. 1Is that why the clerk is loqkiné at the
noﬁitor to record a number; in other words, the

car number?

- Yeah, because we want to ﬁake sure the train is

lined up propefly.
So is this sort of a check and Balance kind of --
That's it, yes.

(Continuing) -- kind of system?

—
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And dre copies ot those-tapes_kept at
Conrail?
For three days.
For three days?
Uh-huh.

Are copies made?

“No. "

What habpens to them after three days?

We record over the top of them.

Who is in charge of ruhning.the‘cameras?
The.¢amera clerks.

Okhy. -Do they have ;ny'other'responsibilities?
They'11l go'but and check inbound trains when

necessary.

”Do those cameras ever break?

Sure. _

And- do they fix them thén?'

No. We have maintainers that does that.
Ckay. Who ére your maintaihers? Are.they

Conrail employeeé?

Yeah. it's,another department.

What department does your office fall within?

I'm stations.
Stations department?

Uh-huh.

33
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Do you know what department would fix those
cameras? |
C and S, I believe
And what does C and S stand for?

I ve only known them by C and s

- Maybe that would be communications and siqnals?

Yes, communications and signals. Thank you.
I never w§rked at Conrail. |

Okay. Who are your outbound camera clerksf
Day shitﬁ, Gary Casddrt.'.80cond shift who is 1t?
We've_recehtly had bumping going on, so I have to

stop and think who the second one is. Jim Gunn.

Jim Gunn is second. Third shift is John Nolan,

Qnd-the relief is Francis Howard.

Ffancis? |

Howard.

You said that thgre's bumpinglgoing on. Does

that maén that some of these people are being

buﬁped and new employees are bqing sort of traded

for their position or are these --
Yes.

So the people that are going into the positions

. are they already trained or do they become

trained?

Some are trained; some require being trained.

e —— ——————— — e e e e e e —— A L
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'Okay. What does the utility clerk do?

What is RMS?

It's another -- oh, boy. 1It's another form of

38
So if an em§1oyee has seniority but is not
trained for a clerkship position and that
position is open, if they go into that position,
they'll be trained?
Yeg.
That will happen beforé someone with less
seniority.that is already trained fills'that
position; is that right? | |
Yes, seniofity prevails.
Okay. Do the cameru clerks receive, say,'any'

special training_ih hazardous materials?

All clerks receive the same training.

That's another name for a classification clerk.
He.qrrivés trains. .He; too, checks them in by
the camera. He arrives them.

What do you mean by arrives them? |

Hé does'whét we call an RMS function in.thq

computer that shows the train's final

destination, Elkhart, arrived at Elkhart.

computer language..
Is it a function that he performs on the

computer?
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It's a funétion that says we haie the cars here
at 81khart._ |
So is ‘this a means to make sure that all the cafs
that are suppnsed to be afriving at Elkhart

actually do arrive there?.

Right.

Does he do ahything else or she?

After he or she arrives them, then they go in and
prove the nine lines.-

Exéuse me?

The nine lines is what the cir initidl number
tglis you, the commodity, where the car is“qding,
and then_if there's any changes :o'be made, I'll
ﬁake themn. | | | |

That's nine lines?.

Uh-huh.

Is thére somethinq.on each lihe?

Yeah. |

What's on each line?

Each lihe has a car number initial. It will go

through the entire train. There will be what we
call a nine line for each car in the train that

a;fived.'

Okay. And you said there's something that's on

each one of those lines?
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Yes.

And what information is on eaqh'line?

Okay. Baéh line has a car initial number; load
or empty status, approximate §onnage, cdmmodity,;
ﬂhat'; in-ﬁhé car, .the desiqﬂa;ion and the
consiqneey who is going to recei;e the car.

And by looking at this information, does the
utility clerk then'iﬂput that into the computer?
It's alreédy in the qomputar,'but he makes any

changes that are necessary.

Okay. I'm sorry. I didn't_know what you meant.

Would that person be responsible for -- let's

see -- changing the tonnage or the commodity if 

there were a spill of material from A car?

No, he'd have nothing to do with it._'

wﬁo would make that chan&e? |

The only change that would be.médd would be if we
reweighed a'cai, and then the chief clerk would
inbut_ihe correction of weights.

would therelevér be a.time when a car would havbe
spiil some material‘ﬁnd wéuld not be reweiqhéd_

or would the car always be reWeighéd?

~ We reweigh them aﬁ they tell us that it's -- as

it's needed.

Who tells you to réweigh them: who makes the

37
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rew#iqhed?

It it's'an overload, we automﬁticilly'would
reweigh ones where the car'was reduced;'but.
otherwise ;é get'dalls trom customer service
people all over Conrail asking us to reweigh cars
for one reason or another. |

Do you ever gét cglls from people within Conrail
or within the yard to reweigh a car?

No. |

Do utility clerks pertdrm any other functions?

They issue the switch list after they do the

“arrivals and changes.

And who are your utility clerks now?
First shift would be Lynn Scheer. My second
shift is pfebently open. It's covered by extra

board people. Third shift I have a Dale Kerh,

"who I'm instructing right now.

You mean he'g’being trained?'
Yes.

And we have an extra that works from eight to

‘four Tuesday through Saturday, which would be

Larry French.
If we cquld just go back for a moment to this

weighing the cars or reﬁeiqhinq them. The
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only -- the only people that would request a car

‘to be rewqiqhed would be someone outside the

yard; is that ~--

That35 normally what happens,‘yes.

boes it ever occur inside the yard; in other
wérds, does anybédy working aﬁ Eikhart reqﬁest
that a car is.reweighed? |

Only if -- the only inétanée I can tell you about

"is if it was ﬁisweighed when it went over the

- hill, the scﬁle malfunctioned, then we would

reweigh.

And by ﬁfhe hill,” you mean the hump?

Hump, yegh.

How would ﬁhat register? . I mean how would you
know whether it's misyeighed or --

We would go into the computer.-- well, how I

would tell it was misweighed?

‘Right.

Nothing would come up on the screen, give us a
weight.

Okay.' So it's just no weight then?

. Yeah.

How would you tell if the car was misweighed; in
other words, if something came up but it was the

wrong weight: for'exAmple, the scale was off?
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We wouldn't know if it was off until they ran the

scale test car over.

. You mentioned the extra board.

Uh-huh.

Are those people that also £ill in, like, the
relief? | |
Yeah.

Okay. What's the differeﬁce betwéén éxtra board
and relief position?

The relief is assigned to'relie?e each day a
certain position.. Extra board has to be on call;
The extra board ndver knqws what they're.gbihq to

work.

Is the extra board a low séniqrity position?

Yes.
Who is'currently'on your -- let's see -- the

extra board?

-Currently on extra board is Jack Yarbrough, Tom

_5hys, Jos Christophal.

And who.is in your relief ﬁositions?

Which jobs are you asking because I Qas giving
you the relief aﬁ they Qent,'but I think I gave
you too. many ;elief. . |

You indicated that you had five relief?

I was counting ~-- I was giving you three
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positions in relief. There's only 21 positions

total.

Then how many relief positions are there total?

Let me think. 1If you don't count the relief that

B ¢ gave you for the chiefﬁ there are five, so

there will be thrae chiefs, three bill racks, -

three utility. three cameras.

'I see. Okay. You mentioned that the chief

‘clerks sort of oversee everything. .Is it fair to

say then ﬁhat the bill rack clerks, the oqtbouhd;
utility, relief and the extra board clerks are
all under the chief clerk?

Right. |

Do any of those, that is, the bill rack,

outbound, et ceteré, do any o: those have

‘supervising authority over any of the others?

Is the turnover rather high in your office?

By “rather high.," I mean, like, do people come

'through there, say, s8ix months or a year at a

time?

No. They pretty well stay there.

Like, for example, what's sort of thq'average
length of time that ;omebody would stay in your

office?
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They would stay until retirement unless they got
bubped out, iness we -- what happénl ié]it we
abolish a job, and then it s;arts.the bﬁmping.

So it sort of depends on the seniority of those

who ‘come into those positions?

They'ré pretty stable._ Thqy usually stay;
ﬁheré is your office located?

Second floor in the back.

In the back of --

Back of the building.

Thaf's the hump tower?

Uh=huh.

Wwhat unions are répfesented by the employees in

your office?

" It's the TCU, Transportation Communication Union.

Is that'the only one?

In my department, Yes.

"And who is the chairperson?

LeRoy Ktempec.

Is there é presidénﬁ of that union?

I beliévé his name is Car1 Eddy. but he would be'
in Philadelphia.

If you could,'briefly name and deséribe the
‘various départmgnts at Conrail.

I know a little bit about them, yeah.
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‘Okay. What departments are there?

MR. ERMILIO: Are you talking about in
Elkhart or are you talking about --
MR. LINbLAND:_ Right, in Elkhart.
Yéu have the car department, the diesel hoﬁse(.

communication and signals, division engineer.

LINDLAND:

Supervision?
Division engiﬁeer.
Okay.

Any 6thers?

You have'ﬁho communication and signals, which

"maintains the cameraé, and then you have the

storehouse which handles the supplies. You have

the diesel house which repairs, cleans the

_lbcomotives, and you have the car department

which repairs the cars.
Okay. If you could sort of gehergily describe

how hazardous materials are handled when they're

" being shipped through the Elkhart yard, and I .

guess the bes£ way to do this is to probably use
an examﬁle and juét say, you know, when a car
first enters the yard, what happens 1f it
contains hazardous materials?

I can only tell you about my department, and once

v D
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the car arrives and ic's hizardous material, of.
course, it‘s in thé-car a;;ivhl, we issue switch
lists, and comments on the switch list will show.
that it's hazardous mgterial.

Where is this switch list from? |

This is generated by the utility clerk.

Okay. |

And this goes into a computer to the yardmasters

before they hump it. The list will show that

it's a.loaded car of hazardous material. It will

_give'you a STCC number which tells you -- if you

look up'the STCC number, it will tell you the
type of commodity. '
The STCC number?

Uh-huh.

"Is that the same as S-T-C-C?

S—T-C-C,_yes. It aléo gives you identificatiqn
number, which ﬁould tell you to -- where you can
look it up in the books to see what it'actually—
is.

To look it up --

- In the emergency response book, if it's necessary

to know what the product is right away.

So the STCC number is a uniform identification

number for that material?
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Yes. |
Is_that_used throughout Conrail or is that like
all rail transportation?. |
I could only speak for Conrail.
Okay. Then what happens?
Okay. wﬁen he does:thaq, he makes sure he has a
gdod waybill regardless if the car is empt& or
loadgd; |

A good waybill?

Uh-huh.

By';hat -

A waybill-means it has everythinq on it. all

. information pertaining to the car and the

contents.

What sort of information would be fo@nd on a

waybill?

If we start at the top, it gives you the car

initial ﬁumber, the lcad or empty status,

‘approximate tonnage, contents,'designation,

considneé. Then as you go down through the

_waybill, it will describe what's in it; what the

commodity is.

Does it describe the chemical content of the

material or is it basicélly trade name

descriptions?
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A wuybili it will give you the shipping pame/
like an example, dasoiine, and it will also tell
you that gtsoliﬁe is a flammablg ligquid. It will
give'you an idenﬁification number, UN or NA
numbef, where fou can look it up, and this is for

emergency respbnsés. Then it_will éive you a

placard that gasoline is a flammable, and then it

‘'gives you an emergency response phone number.

Okay. That sort of infqrmation is for responding
éo hézardoqs materials?

Yes. | |

Wwhat I'm interested in is strictly fof_
transportation. What kind of information do you
need on there? .

For transportafion to move the car?

Right, the waybill-for.transporting hazardou$
materials. |

For transpbrtatioh to move that car, it has to

'have everything I just said on there.

Okay. 'Then what happens?
That wgybill is then moved to the bill rack
clerk, and that's where it stays.

How is it moved to thé bill rack clérk?

The guy physically takes it out and gives it to

him. That's where it stays until the car goes in
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an oﬁtbound.trﬁih.

Okay. Where is the car at this point?

It's in fhe'classification.yard. |

And what does the bill rack clerk then do with

the waybill?

" I think I'm getting you confused. When the

utility clerk pulls this waybill to take to the

bill rack, the car is still in the ;eceiving vard

.tb be switched. I apologize. It's to be

switched.

So while it's being -- while it's in the

receiving yard, the waybill is removed aﬁd
transferred to the bill rack clerk? .

Right. | | |

And then the car is moved to.the classificé;ion
yérd?

Then it's switched to the classificatiqn:yard.'
Are thére any documents_that'stay with the car
while iﬁ's switched from the feceiving yard to
the ciassification yard? | | |
Just the placards that are on.the car. -
Is there --'okay. Is there anythiﬁg,that would
indicate whether a car had lost material while
being switched?

No.
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Would_that_infdrmation be recorded anywhqre?

I'a havé no reason to think it had lost any.
Okay. What happens with the waybill once it gets
ﬁo_the'bill rack clerk? . |

It's thﬁn filed by the last didit of the car
number} It stays there until such time as that
car is put into an outbound train. The wéybill
is then pulled. ft goes'with the crew.with the

train.

-Where is it pulled from, I mean physically? How

is it kept?
It's that little -- the pigeon holes.
That's the one you referred to earlier that used

to be 70 holes and is now ten?

Yeah, uh-“huh.

And who has access to those?

The bill rack clerk. He handles them.

Is there“anybody elge that has access to them? -
We all have access to them.

By "we all"” do you mean everybody that works in
ths_Elkhart yard? | |
Yeah, every clerk.

Okay, |

Thé 6nly ones that éan go in and';ouch those

waybills are the clerks that work for me.
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Bverybody in the yard is not allowed to go in.
there, no. . - ‘ )
All right. Then what happens with the waybill?

I mean --

~You mean once the car is in the train?

Once the car has been réclaséifiad or ciassified,
I guess, and it's ready to go.

Wheﬁ the car is in the train, then the bill is
given to the coﬁductor with all the other

paperwork. He takes thaﬁ with him.

Are the waybills for hazardous materials any

" different or are they -~ do they look different

or is ;ho:e anything different about them than
other waybills? |

They have an endorsement at the top if it's
dange:oﬁslor combustible where the other waybills
would not.

what kind of endorsement? '

Computer generated with little étars.all-around
it. It will say if.this car is dahgerous or if‘

1£'s combustible.

"How big is a waybill, approximately?:

Eight and a half by eleven, the same size as a
sheet of paper.

Okay. . So it's'given to the conductor, and the

49
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conductor will hold those until when?
He will take them to the final designation,

wherever hé's going to take his train.

Okay.

And if somebody -- if it's only going to.go.so
far.and another crew comes oh, he gives it to the
othef crew,. | |

Who.has access to those waybills once -they are on
the t;ain?

The conductor and anqineer has éhem.

Okay. Are there any other records that are kept

other than waybillé and switch'lists regarding

- transportation of hazardous materials?

A copy of the 168 is kept.
And what is a 1687
That shows the hazardous material cars in the

train, what their pacards are ané where they're

- positioned. Wé also keep a copy of the train bid

sheef. |

Okay. If we could go back to.the 168.fo: a
moment. You sald a copy of it is kqpt.' Where is
the original kept? | | |

The original goes with the train crew.

. And where does the origihal_go after the material

is droppéd off or delivered?

50
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happens to that copy then?

- And ‘it's destroyed by your office?

"or county -- forms that need to be kept?

51
To the next yard. It's taken into the clerical
department. |
What uitimately happens to the CT-168's?
Once it reachéd.designation,'it's thrown away.
Is there a coby that is sént someﬁhere elsg: for
example, to a divisidn office or to headquarters?
I don't believe so. |
So a copy.is\kept with your yard --
Yes. | . |

{Continuing) -- or the Elkhart yard? What

We keep it for approximdtely three months. . .
And is that then sent somewhere else or is that
destroyed?

Destroyed.

Yes.. )

Are copies made_of that copf?

Weil, we send the original and a copy with that
train, and then we keep a éopy.

The copy that you keep is that the only copy that
you kegp or i; that then duplicated?

No,-that’s the only copf I keep. |

Are there any local -- and by local I mean city
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No.
How about sﬁate?
No.
AnY.Federal records?.

None that I know of.

' For example, the Department of Transportation. do

they require that you £i11 6ut any speciai forms?
Such as? Can yoh give mé an example? -

No. |

The only forms wg'te required to f£fill out is tha

train bid and the CT-168.

.Okay. Are the;e any summary reports of

information found in CT-168's?

We don't summarize 168°'s. .

For example --

Evarything is in detail.

(Continuing) -- at the end of‘tﬁe'm§nth or at the
end of the year; is there any sort of report
that's kept that indicates how many CT-iGB's ware
filled-odt?_. | - | |

We number each one daily. We start with ngmbér
one at the beginning of each month. - |

Okay. So then you-wéuld'—- so by 1§okin§ at the
number of CT-168's that's up, vould you know how

many have been issued --
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Yeos.

(Continuing) -- previous to that?

Yes.

Is there any record, though, that's kept of how

many are issued each month or each year?

No, there's no reason.to keep one, bécause ét the
end of the month you're going to know your.total.
How will you khow yéur total? .

Because we start with_number ocne at one minute
aftef midnight at the fifst of the month, that's
number one, and each one after that is numbered
¢onsecutively. |

Okay.. Is there any summary then that's kept 1ike

for the year?

" No.

Do you know approximately how many have been

filled out this month?

‘-No, I didn't check it.

Do you know what the avgrage is?

Two or three hundred. about 278 to 300.
Two or three hundred a'month?

Yes, .L

Where are those CT-168's kept for th;ee months

" exactly?

I have a storagq room on my floor.. N
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Is there someone responsible for that storage

" room?

Basically, I am. I have the clerk file them once

a month for me.

'And then after three months is that same clerk

responsible for destroying them?

No. 1I'll select someocne to let theﬁ qo{

How do you destroy them?

We just put them in the trash dumpster in a bag;
Doés:Cpnrail'keep a reéo:d of all the ﬁaybilig?
I believe.they'do, Philadelphia, microfiche.

Do you knbw_how long back ;hey keesp those?

No, I don't.

Why do you believe that they keep a record of

them on microfiche?

Bgcause I've called_and asked for waybills six
months to a year old and they'vg been.ablé td
pull a éoby and'send-it to me.

Have you ever aéked for one back farther than one
year? |

No. :

ﬁho do you‘cbntact wh§n you ﬁsk for these?

I usually go through a friend in customer service
and they gét it for me.

And who is that person?
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Used to.be Mary Wynette.

is it -- you said it used té be. Is it still?
She's since bﬁén promoted fo'anothef depértment.
Is there anybbdy there'now that you contact if
you need ope?

Wéll; I could contact anybody in the.customer
service. It's quicker fof me to get it throdgh'
them. . '

I see. Through them then through who?

The aétual debartment, and I don't really have
the name or humber for them.

~

Okay. So you.don't know how long Conrail keeps'
those?
No, I don't.

Do you know who would know other than possibl? a

Mary Wynetﬁa? Who would know how long they keep

those waybills?

The assistant general manager, Stan Gula,
G-u-l-a. He's the assistant general manéger of

customer service.

—Okay. You referred earlier to a cpmputér system,

Is that known as the TRIMS system?
Yes.
Could you briefly describe that system, I mean,

like, what's it used for?

55.




10
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

56
Holl,-bapically it's_used for everything where we
can update nine lines, change where the car is
goiﬁé,'chanqe the stﬁtus'of the car, we can go in
and put the numeric class code.
Is this a"pe:sonal computer or is it a main frame
computer? .
It's main frame.
Where is the main_frgme located?
The main frame is located in King of Prussia.in

Philadelphia.

King of ?russiq, Philadeiphi@?

Uh-huh.

Then is the whole Conrail line -- that is, not
jusﬁ the Elkhart yard -- but is thé whole 1ine'v
sort of.hooked up to this system? - '
Yeaﬁ, but we just run off the separate lings.

Excuse me?

"It's one major computer system, but each one has

a separéte'line for éa;h division.

any. And what do you uﬁe ié for in your office?
We use it for trgin'grrivals, updating, changing
the nine lines, putting the weights in. 

Are records kept of the information on that
system at ﬁhe Elkhart yard?

Only certain things such as weights.
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And.why are weights kept?

Conrail's inst:uctions are to keep them fdt about
three years.

Do you know whether the other -- whether the
other forms of iﬂformation afe kept on records ih
philadelphia? |

‘No, 1 dbn‘t know what ;hey keep up there. The
other thing we keep is a cbpy of our ﬁréin
arrivals. |

is this a sheet or is that just a computer
generated summﬁry"of --

That's a sheet of what comes in on the trains.

What kind of information is -- would be on thosef
sheets?

We go back to the nine lines again. That's
what's on these train arrivals. 1It's a train
consits. | N

A train --

Consits, c-o-n-s-i-t-s, just like a wheel report.
How long arelﬁhose kept for?

Three months.

And what happens to those #fter three honths?
They'ré ﬁfashed. |

Are there copies that are sent to Philédelphia?

Oh, I don't send those ‘in.

57
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Do you know ﬁh;t records Philadelﬁhia does keep
on.information from the TRIM system?

No, I don't.

Do you knoﬁ who would know that? .
Let me think; Stan Gula should be able to givg
you the names for the people.

Wouid_that bae somebody who runs the TRIM system
out of éhiladelphié? | |

Right. He would know who it.would be.

Who has access to the information on this systémf

Such as?

'Suth as somebody in the'engineérinq department

or -- who for Conrail or who at Conraillhas
acéess to changing information or like on«typing
in informgtion from the Eompu;er?

Well, it depénds on what inforﬁation you want io
obtain,_thé trainmasters. |

Is there some kind of security system built into

~ the system?

We each have an employee number and a password we

- have to put in to be able to get into the system

and to the TRIM -- or into the computer system at
all.
So once yoﬁ're_into the system then, does anybody

have access to whatevér information they want?
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59
No, no.

You =--

‘There is a-limit to who can'get what.

Okay. And how is that limited? .

That's limited again by King of Prussia.

Do they then issue secondary passwords?

No. You would have to call them and ask thenm to
set it up for you to be able to get into certain

departments or certain areas.' They decide if you

~are entitled to it or not.

What sort of information are you entitled to?

Basicaliy, the same as the clerks. We can do all

the same thinq except I can go in and.add
passwords, make it possibie for other people to
gét in. I have a little less -- I have a little
more access than they'do.

I can go in and db_somé -~ an entirely

different field. I can go and do some customer

service reporting where the clerks in Elkhart
can't.

Do you know wheth;t or not there's a field within
the system where records of spilis.are.kept?

I don't know. | | |

Do you know who would know that?

Again, I'd have to refer to Mr. Gula.
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Is there any kind of backup systim at Elkhart for

the computer system? By "backup" I mean

something that automatically records ail the
information that's currently in the systém.

We just have the régular syéteh thét ﬁe_have,.the
TRIMS. You mean, like, if it_gpﬁs down?

Right..

it retains éll the information until the lines.
come back up.

Okay.

It's stored in the system.

_Riqht. Okay. And if there's a péwer failure,

say; out at the yard and'then the system_cdmes

back up, is that information still retained?

Yes, it does. It stays in.there. _
And how long is it retained for; do you know?
Some information it's seven days} some it's
longer. |

For bxampie -- let's see -- information that
would indicaté ihé comﬁodity'of a rail car, do
you know how long that information is retained?
That varies. It can stay ﬁhere until the ca; is
completely off line and at deéigndtion, but
usuaily it‘§ seven days.l'

Whose program is this? I mean by that who wrote
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the program; do you know? I mean not the

individual but -- okay. Let's start with TRIMS.

What does TRIMS stand for?

TRIMS was -- Tranﬁportation Reporting'Inpuﬁ -
you'vé got me on the last one.

Management.sfstem?

Yeah, I think something like that, but this is a
system I believe Conrail boﬁght. Again, I'd have
to refer to Mf. Gula. | |

Okay. How lonq_haﬁe_they had this systém: do you
know? - | '
Approximately; to the best I can remember, seven
or eight years.

Seven or ;ight years?

Yeah, maybe longer.

Did ‘they usé this.at the.Ohio facility that you
wérked at? | |

Yeah, just for a couple of years before I came

out.

Okay. Did it work basically the same as it works

- now?

Yeah, it works the same.
So can you access the information that would be

inputted by other ?ards at Elkhart?

_ Yeah.
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And you have access to baéically the'ﬁholo rail
line's information network?

True.

‘Who has access or the ability to change

information on this system?

It depends for what informgtion you're referring

to. 1If it“s_as far as something at the yard, the
change where you want to correct it all, we can
do it right there locally, the clerks.

Okay. Do some employees have the ability to just

" read information and not change it; in other

words, they call it write protect sometimes.
Have'you - "
In my department we all have the right to change.

Okay. So if you can read the information, then

- you have the .ability to change it?

Yeah.

And do you have the ability to change, for

example, information regarding the yard, say., the

buildings in the yard or the drainage system in |
the yard?
No, I have nothing to do with any of that.

Okay. Is there any other kind of security system

attached or that is part of this system?

I don't believe so.
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When you say that the psople in your oftice can
change the information on_it;.how do they chﬁnge
it? Do they just read off -- for exampie,.it
there's some new infofmatidn based on a wéybill
or a switch list, do they just write that

information off it and type it in?

- They can do that or the computer can

automaticallf'update when there's changes made in
the waybill.

How does that happen?

That is programmed in. I couldn't explain that.
Is there somothing_on the,waybill_thut.indicntes
to the ;omputer Eh;t information, for example,
like one of those black stripes or something?

No. It;s just that if they go in and make a
correction on tﬁe waybill, it will pverride.and
update the nine line. | }

Okay. I think I'm confused. How would
intorﬁgtibn that has been changed on the waybill’
how'is that reéd by the computer?

I can't expléin how fhey have it set ﬁp.- That's
all in the programming. | |
Okay. Bﬁ; Qupposg_i'm holidng a new waybill

that's béen changed, I mean, how does the

computer know this has been changed unless I




10

11
12

13

14

15
16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

>

» O > ©

stick it in it or -- I mean is there --
Woll, let's see. It's the mechanics of the

computer system, the way they have‘it programmed.

‘You don't take a piece of paper and put it in,

You manually type -- manually type stuff in.
Okay." ' |

And it might'be done at the custom operations
center.in Lansiﬂg or any of the centers on
Conrail. _

Okay. So it's not éctdally'changinq a piéte of
paper then: it's changing the information that
would:be on that piece of paper?

Right. |

okay; So who is respénsible.then for changing
that information, for example, on a waybill?
The waybil;s are all corrected in the cusﬁomer
operations centers.

Aﬁd is there one of_thése éenters in each yargd?

No, one in each division, which we now moved them

- all into Pittsburgh. They're closing them down.

Thoy;re'closing them>down?

Uh-huh.

So.it will be consolidated into one office?
Consplidated to the national éustomer service

center.
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Okny.. Por example; sﬁpposé a tank car spills
material, say, milk, what -- how is that.;— the
information regarding that spill relayed from the
ydrd to the division and then that from the
division into the TRIﬁ system? |
Since I've never .been involved in one, I couldn't

tell you.

Is there a procedure that is set up for changing

that information?

That would brobably bq handled by ihe tgrminul
superinténdont. |

The terminal superintendent --

Yeah. | |

(Continuiﬁq) ~=- would do that?

Okay. So if there was a spill or a change
in éomﬁodity in a car, ybur office.would hot-bq
involved in actually making the changes?

Are you reférring to if they transfer a load --
If they tranéter -

{(Continuing) --‘from ohe car to another?

IQ there a difference if they transfer a load
versus if there's ; spill? Does it --

Well, a spill is 6na thing and a transfer is
whefa they take bﬁe car and put it into another.

Is there a difference as to who would send that
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information to the division?

~ If there's a transfer,.I would be involved

because the car shop would handle that, and they
would send mé_a little pink slip that says,
transfer-trom this car to this car, and then we
would input it as a change into the.computer,
then'I wouid notify the-cuétomer operations
center that this commodity was takén from this
car_and put into another, then they would correct
the waybill. | |

Okay. Who is in charge of éhe customer operation

center at Elkhart?

66

Elkhart is handled under Lansing, Illinois, which

is Dale King.

You mentioned there was a pink élip that vould'be
handed to you.

It would be sent up !rom the car depaftment'to
the.clericai.departﬁenf.

And what is that pink slip called?

Transfer slip.

Does that transfer slip have a CT number?

I don;t recéll;

Do you know how long transfer slips are retained
at the Elkhart yard?

In my own personal file, I've had them since I
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bkay. Is Hal Brandt still at the yard?

67

' came out in '85.

Since '857

. Uh-huh.

Do you know where the transfer slips are stored

by -- that were used prior to '85?

No. I don't. Mine are only copies. I don't get

the original.

~ Okay. This question may seem sort of unrelated,

but I actually -- I just forqot to ask you. Who

is your immediate -- let's see -- predecessor?

. Hal Brandt.

Hal Brandt?

Uh-huh.

And do you remember who his --

Oh, let's see. There ﬁas‘about'eight of us at

that time. He worked for Walter Wood. He was

. right there at the yard.

Okay. So was Waltet Wood the supervisor prior ﬁo
Hal?

He was thé manager, yes. Prior to Hal, I'm nét
sure who was the supervisor.

He's in the Pittsburgh national'custoher service
center.

Do you know how long he was the'supervisor?
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I don't know fd: sure, but he was there for

- several yeari.

Less than ten?

I believe so.

More than five?

I don't know. _

dkay. Do Conrail qmpléjoes usuallj take their
records with them when they move to a new
poaition?x |

Not ndrmally.

But when you started as supervisor, there were no
tranﬁfer slips from when Hal was the supervisor,
right?

I have not seen thenm. _

Okay. Ié it possiblp that they are in your
office and you haven't seen them?

I don't think so.

I alwa&j sort of come across documents that I

.hnvon't soén but are in my office.

What information exactly is on a transfer
slip? .
It will give you the car'inigial number, what the

commodity was, the date it was tranéforred and

68

the car it was transferred to, agailn, car initial

number.
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Io thcrc'any special 1ndi¢atiohn for hazar&oﬁs'-
materials that would be idéntitiéd on the trains
per slip? |
I don't recall ever sooinq'one that had'hazardoua
material. | |
But geﬁ#rally I mean for these sorts of transfer
slips, is iﬁ just one kind of transfer slip?

One kind, ves.

What is the -- you say the commodity. ‘Is it the

~
I'd

STCC numb@r? , o : o

N

; -
They usually write out what it is, not the STCC :

number. They'll say it was gasoline or if it was
steel rods or if it was paper.
Is the chemical content ever listed on these?l

I don't recall seeing it on there.

Who normally fills out a transfer slip?

Those come from the car doparthint.

And who supervises ;ho car department?

He's a new man. I believe his name is Gary Yost.
He's new?

Uh-huh.

Do you know who was the supervisor before him?
Ken McGquor;

Ren McGregor. 1Is Mr. McGregor still there?

No, he's not there anymore.
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70
Hig«nnne is Ken?

Kon, uh-huh.

. How long has Mr. Yost been there?

I'd say a month.
A month?

Uh-huh.

'Do you know where Mr. McGregor is now?

No, I don't.

Do you know who was the supervisor of the car

'departmgnt priot to Mr. McGregor?

Ed Sharp.

Ed Sharp?
Uh~huh.

And when did Bd Sharp cease to be the supervisor

" and when did Kan take over?

I can't gave you the exact vear. I don't know if
it was '89 or '90. .

Do fou Know if Ed Sharp is still there at the
Elkhart yard?

No, he's not there, butihe's sti11 with Conrail

‘ .out east,

Do you know where?
No. All I know is Pennsylvania.

Okay. Are copies of transter slips made and sent

to any other office other thah your office?
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1 donft know where they send their slips to.

Do you know who wquld know?:

- Gary would know who we send them to.

" Do you know if any summaries of transfer slips

are kept?

I don't know.

Do you know whether any records regarding
transfer slips are kept?

I don't know.

Again,.tha: would be Gary Yost?

Yeah.

We were tilkihg about how the information from

these slips would be inputted into the TRIM

. system. Who'is responaibie for putting that

1nformatipn into the system?
As far as the transter,.my clerks would show it
as a transfer from one car to the other.

Which clerks would that be, utility clerks?

-'Any of them. I would show -- whichever one I had

avnilible_to show how to do it.

Approximately how often does a transfer occur
invoking this —-

Very.fare. _It}s very rare we.receive one.
Like a month? |

Let's go maybé'twb, three every six months.
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Why ﬁogld é transfer have to o;cﬁ:, if you know?
In some cases the car:was unreparable so we had
to get another car in.

ﬁould that ever happen if there was a leak in a
car of a spill of any kind?

I've ﬁever had anything to do with a léak or a
spill_so.I couldn't answer.

Do you recall a leak of hydrochloric acid in 1986

‘at the Elkhart yard?

Huh—uh;'no.

ﬁéuld there ever be an instance where there would
bé a transfer in your office and you ﬁould not
know about'it?

Oh,.sure, vyes. I'm sgre'it‘s_happened.

who decides whether to notify your office'of a
ﬁransfer? |
The car - department generaily does the fransfer,

and if they don't gét a copy of the transfer to -

"me, I would never know it was done.

I mean is there some sort of procedure on how
they'yould give_you aEtransfer siip?

1 dqn't know what the procedureé are.

You mentioned-that you\get two of three tranéfer
slips'eve;y six honths. Why do they give you 

those transfer SI{bs?
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Becﬁuse I'm supposed to report the transfer from
one.car to the other in the computer. Soﬁetimes
it's verbal and then'they“send the slip up_three,
four days létér. o ;
But ultimately do you get the.trénsfer slip after
the transfe:?
I can't say I get them all, no.
So it's-possiblé for_theré_to be a change or a
transfer and then that information is never
ihputted into the syﬁtem? | |
Uh-huh;:
You mentioned that you have received one of‘theée
tranéfer slips two to thneé times éQer? six |
months. 1Is that true since 1955?
We115 they're very rare. You cén't really put
a -- pin it down to how many, but I have what I
receive on file Qnd it's not that often.
Okay.. Do you know whether Gary Yost keeps a
record of.all transfers?
I can't énswer for him. I doﬁft know what he

does.

_Okay. How often does the TRIM system go down, as

you -say, or fail?

.wé11, they'll take the system down maYbe for an

hour to update, but you know in advance Qhen it's
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going to happen. They'll send out wires.

Who .is they?

"King of Pfussia.

So when they do some updating, they will notify

.all the yards that this system will go down?
" Yeah.

IWhy do they update it?

I can't answer_--'I can't answer for thém other
ihan they update the programmipg each tinme.

Like what kind of information or is it not
information that they put in?

That'I couldn't even beﬁin to get iﬂto, nof intq
the computer languﬁge;

Okay. I gquess what I'm asking is.do they change
information regarding. you know, the commodity or
you know, the train numbers _—

No.

{Continuing) -- that kind of information?

'No, they're not changing that. They're getting

' into the computer languaée, 1ike, they'll say

computers will RMS or TRIMS will be done from’

such and such time i1l such and such time. You

. cannot arrive trains-or you can't do this,

they‘re'dOWnloading, uploading, and I don't know

what they mean by downloading ahd uploading.
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‘It's something they aré doing.
Okay. What -- you mentioned, for éxample, if you

- get a transfer slip, the information is then

chanéed into the TRIM system --
Uh-huh. o
(Continuingj-——_right?

| How else is ihé TRIM s&stem used in yduf
office other than changing ihforﬁation?
I'm not éuite suré.. I know what you mean
becauﬁe we went throﬁgh -—_we.did the train

arrivals, we update nine lines, we change the car

" designations when necessary. We put --

v

For example, do you use the system to, say, print
out a hard copy of information other than
waybills?

Our wheel reports, which go.to the,engineers -

‘conductors, rather.

So the ﬁheel reports are based on the information

“that's in ths TRIM system?

Yeah. We get a hard copy. A hard copy is

produced and we give it to the crew.

So is a copy then kept at the railyard of the .

wheel report?

'No, it's kept in Lansing, Illinois, the COC

center.
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cocC céntér?
Thnt's custom operatiohs centef down at Lansing.
Do you know who is in charge of that?

Déle King.

Do you know how long they keep those?'

No, I can't answer for him.

Do you know whether Philadelphia has a copy of

wheel reports?

No, I don't know.

Is the chemical constituents of hazardous

materials kept in the TRIMS system?

I'm not sure if I know what you mean.

For example, you said that -- you used gascline
as an example. Would the system indicate whaﬁ
was in'thé gasoiinef

The system would indicate that it.wouid be a

flammable liquid.

Okay. .

And what you would do if something happened, if

you're supposed to be upwind, if it wquld bother

your lungs or what it would do, if it would dive
you a detail of that.

Who generates that inférmatibn?

Again, that comes out of the system, sb I would

imégine'it comes out of King of Prussia, whoever
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does all the programming.
Is there any name of like a trade name or
anything that comes out on those ~-
No.
(Continuing) -- those prodedﬁres?

So as_far as you know. there's no sori of
ingredients for products that are sent? I'll use
another example, I think.

If, say, Borax cleaner was sent, would the .

ingredients that go into Borax cleaner be tound

'in the --

No.

{Continuing) -- in the sYstem?

No.
'MR. LINDLAND: Are you doing okay? Do
‘you want to take é break? '

. (Whereupon the noon recess was taken.)

BY MR. LINDLAND:.

Q

Is there a way to generate a current listing of

cars that are carrying hazardous materials

through .the TRIM system?
Only by car numbérs.
So ‘'you would have to know the car number,'enter

that and ﬁhen the daté would come up?

Yeah, uh-huh.
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Is there a listing of car numbers avai1ab1e at
the Elkhart yard for just cars that have

hazardous materialslin them?

‘No, no.

Is there any kind of report of'is there any kind

of way that you can access that information, for

example, with the TRIM system? Is there a way

you can type in "Haz équals" and get =& bunch of

car numbers?

'No, no, you wouldn't get car numbers. There's

only one rgport that's[ﬁossible, but it woulad bﬁ-
by car tybe.flike,."T" fqr tank.—-' |

Okay.

(Continuing) -- but you wogld get general'service'
tank cars, aiso._

So you ﬁould input "T" for tank into TRIMS and
you would get a list of car numbers? |
Under a certain-brogram, veah. .

Okay. .And_that would‘givé the current sort bf
intormation in TRIMS?

Yeah, by car number only.

But theh'you could input each one of those car
numbers t§ get the.material in egch tank?
Uh-huh. | |

Okay. And how 61d is the information in there;
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for example, how -- I mean those car numbers how

-long do they stay in there?

Average things stay in seven days.

Seven days. Okay. How many terminals are there

at the Elkhart yard for TRIMS? How many TRIMS

terminals are the;e: do you know?.

Let me think. I have seven on my floér_and.two
on.the trainmaster's floor that are set up for
TRIMS. -

So it would be_nine.in your building alona?.'
Uh~huh. | | |

Are there terminals in other. parts of fhe yard?
There's tefmihals in eQery building, but they're
not all set-up for TRIMS. |

Which ones are set up for'TRiMS?

Just on my floor and the trdinmaster on the.next
floér. |

Okay. Yoq mentioned that if you type in "T" for
tank yoﬁ will get a list of numbers, o: car
numbers, you know._representing the tank cars.
What other'inputs can you do to get car number
information?

Under this'one program, you'could ask for by
commodi;y,.designétion, different ways you could

ask for_it.
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So if you type in "C," for example, you would get

the commodity?

_i think you have to -- I never use it, but I

believe -- I think I've used it once or twice.

You have to type in the actual commodity that yoh

‘want, like, if it's paper.

Okay. So you put ih the kind-of commodity, and
it will tell you whether or not it's in a certain
car?

It will give you a car number initial, yeah.

- Okay. What about the range of weights, if you

put in, say, 1,000 to 2,000 pounds?

No, there's no such report for that.

Okay. All right. You mentioned earlier a switch

"1ist.

Uh-huh.
Where are those kept?

We keep our copy on the floor, our floor. We

file them by month.

By month?

By month, by day. We. break it“down by day. by
month. 'We have a drawer for April -- not Aprili
but September,.one for October, one for'November,
and thén each da& whatever is switched goes into

one envelope with a date on it.

e . —— e ——— ——— ——— —— ——
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And how long are those kept ihen?

Three months.

And what happéns after three months?

We throw them away. |

Who keeps those?

I.bésically maintain them.

In your office? k

The chief clerk files them in the cabinet, and I
see to it that they -- when they are destroyed.
Who else gets copies?

The switch.tender, the trainmaster and the hump -

conductor upstairs.

'And how long do they keep their copies?

I don'tlknow._

Do you know whether cdpies are sent to the’

headquarters office in Philadelphia?

To the best of mY knowledge, none are sent

-anyplace.
- Who kqeps'thgm in the switch tender's office: do

'y0u know?

If they keep them at all, the switch tender.

- would.

And the yardmaster is the same?

Uh-huh. .

Are these like carbon copies or are they
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actually --

Actually hard copies.

Were they photocopied then?
No, the actual hard copy'that.comes over each
printer.

And what fofm_are they in? 1Is it an eight and a-

ﬁhalf by eleven piece of paper?

Yeah, they're all connected together.

So they're attached like with-a_perforatéd -
Perforated, yeah. \ | |
Has the form of switch lists changed throughout
the time you've been employed by Conrail? o
Since we've been issuing it by TRIMS, no, it's
been the same. | _
But then prior to TRIMS, how waﬁ thﬁt systém 
operated? -

It was with IBM cards. We wouid type them out,

the nine line, on the IBM card and run it through

a deck reader.

~What is a deck réader?

It's a machine that reads the IBM cards and
prints it on an eight and a half by eleven sheet.
of paper. 7

Are you talking about the IBM cards with the

"holes in them?
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Yeah.
Do you know whether or not copies or the actual

hard copies_of thbse cards are kept at Elkhart?

No, we don't'have them anymore.

Do_you knowlwhether there are any copies anywhere
of those cards?

I goﬁldn'ﬁ answer that, but I -- no, I couldn't
answer that.

Do you know who could answe;'iﬁ?

Maybe Mr. Gula. |

Okay. If they are kept by copy in Philadelphia,

who would we contact to get these; do you know?

"I don't know any of them.up there. I can't help’

you with that.

What abéut in -- in the division; do you know who
would haye them ﬁhere? |

Truthfully, I don't know any other diviéiénsi

Stan Gula would know the names.

Are there any CT numbers on the switch lists?

No.

Is there a CT form_numb;f‘aSEighed té those?

Not on the switch list, no.

And do ail Conrail terminals use the same kind of
switch list? |

Yeah.
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So everybody is on the same systenm, bésically?

Yeah.

Q What about a train data record; arq you familiar

with that térm?

A  I'm not sure if I know whgt'you mean, train data

record. I have a train_data sheet.

Q Qkay. Bxplain to me what a train data sheet is.

A . The train data sheet is where it shows you the

locomotive number, the conductor and ehgineér
naﬁq, total amount of loads and empties on the

train, your total tonnaqe{

Q Thg total metal loads and empties? I'm sorry; I

didn't understand --

A Total loads and empties of cars that are in the

train and tdnnqge, any exceptions such as
high-wide, excessive dimensions and hazardous
material. That's our train'datg'sheet.

And you kéep'those in your officg?

A They're all kept in the‘storage room, all files

are.

- Q Storage room in the hump tbwer?

Yeah, on my floor.

Q And how far back are the train data sheets
recorded?

A Three months.
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Three months. Are there copies?
No, they're the originals.

Okag,

-I'm sorry: they are copies. The original goes to

the crew.

- Okay. The oriqinal gdeé_with the crew. Where

does the original end up after the train reaches
its destination?

It's.turned in at the designation at the
receiving yard.

Do'you know where it goes then?

No, I_don't.

Do those ever end up in the receiving yard.at
Elkhart? |

Yes. _

And if a -- suppose a car, its final destination
is Elkhart and it has a train data sheet, whete
does the'train data gheet go at.Elkhart?

It goes to the utility clerk when she does the .
classifying. | —

And what does the utility clerk do with that
sheet? |

Usﬁaliy throws it away after he.arrives his

train.

' Okay. Do you know whether any copies are made?
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No, none are madse.

What form are tfain data sheets in?

It's about a third of the size of this so --

.That'sfa third of the size of an.eight and a half

by eleven;piéce.of paper?

Yeah. .

Hag thé form changed éinée you've been employed
by Conrail?

One minbr change. |

And what change is thgt?

With where the position of the cars are in the

train that has the original, and then if they're

moved, it has the -- another column where it
shows the cbrraction_was madé.

So in ;he newer form it shows a change'in train
position?.-

Uh-huh, car pésition.

or - righte'égr position. So the earlier fbrms.

didn't have that information; is that correct?

Correct.

When éid this'change occur?
SQVGrﬁi years ago.

Less than five?

Yeah, less than five.

Is there any identifying number on a train'dati
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- sheet?

It's a CT-364.

And do all Conrail terminals use that form?

I chn only answer for Elkhart. We do.

Okay. Have you seen that form come into the

receiviné_yard from another yard?

Yes, yes. I've seen it come in, yes, you're

right. Others do use it.

~Okay. Are you familia: with a bid, b-i-4?

Yeah. Are.you referring to the train bid sheet?
Right.

That's the same thing.

That's the saﬁe.thing?_,'

Uh-huh. |

Are there fecord§ pertaining to union complaints,
worker complaints or héighbor complaints -
regarding the traniportation of hazardous
materials?

I don't have uhy.

Doeﬁ somebody else have some?..

I couldn't answer for the other departments.

-Rave you ever heard of one?

"No.

Have you ever heard of Miles:Laboratory?

Yeah.
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" How do you know Miles Laboratory?

It's one of our customers.

Do you know what they —-.what they purchase or
what Conrail sends to them? | |
Citric acid. |

Citric acid?

Uh-huh. _
Do you'know if they receivé'any other kind of
material from Conrail?

I donft'believe sé.

How do you know it's citfic acid?

Because I've talked to them. Thef'vé released
cars with me before.

Released cars?

When they could not get a hold of the COC center

and yéu have to call in to release the car.

Okay. Are you familiar with the term “"residue"

as it pertains to a tank caf?_

.Yeah.
Are there records regarding cars that contain
residues?

What kind of records are we referring to?

In other words, is there a compilation of or a

'1isting of cars that contain residues at the yard

- at any given time?
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No.
Are you familiar with a cbmpany called Carpenter?
Yes.
ﬁpw are you téﬁiliar with that cémpany?
They are one of our customers. |
Do you know what they ~- what material is
delivered to Carpenter from Conrail?
Well, I'm not sure. It's one of two, and I'm not
positive ﬁhich’it is.
What are the two?
One would be poison.
Just poison? - ': N
Yeah._ Thét's the only one I can think-of.for

now.

Are there ény purchase records, any purchase

agreement records . or billing records kept in your

. office regarding customers who purchase hazardoﬁs

materials?

Not in ny office.
Whose office would that --

Be in the customer operations center, be in

Lansing.

And who is in charge of that office again?

Dale King.

" Do you know how long Mr. Kinq's been with
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':Conrail?

No, I don't.

Do you know how long he's been in éharge of ﬁhe_

- customer operations office?

I'd say at least three years.

Do yougknow of anybody else who has been-in

' charge of that office?

3im Shepherd.

Jim Shepherd?

Uh-huh. | |
Do you know how 1ong that office keeps their
records? | |
No, I.don';,

Do you know anything about the records kapt in
that office? »

No, I don't.’

Do you know whether there are any records

regarding unioh complaints kept in any of the

oﬁher'offices -

No, I wouldn't know thut,

(Continuing) -- at Elkhart? _
Okay. Are you familiar with-thb term

"éommunity.right to'know“? |

Do you want to explain it to me?

There's a phrase known as “community right to

90
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91
know." I'm just asking you whether you have
heard of that phrase.'. |
No, I havenft.
Do'Yoq know.whethér there_are.recorda that are
kept regardiné hazardous materials that are
transpbrted with respect to idéntifying thoséfto
the community? | |
Not in my department.

In someone else's department?

I can't answer for them.

MR . LINDLANﬁ; Would you mark this,
please? _
(Plaintiff's Deposition Exhibit No. 2

marked for identification.)

MR. LINDLAND:

Q

"I'll hand you wha;‘s been marked as Plaintiff's

Exhibit No. 2. Have you seen this document
before?

No, I haven't.

Do you recognize the CT number_at'tha top -as
CT-2257 | | _ |

I recognize the number, but I'm not putting it
tdgether_with any;hing yet. This I haven't seéﬁ,
These I have héstea. .

You're referring to the back -- what's been date
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-stamped 022447

Yeah.

And where have you seen thbse posted?

I haye them posted by the outbound_clerk for

reference.

Is it exactly in this form?

" Similar.

Do you recognize this dbcumen; as a Conrail

document?

I can't say ;hat.'no.
Are you fémiliar'ﬁith the term "CHEMTREC"?
Yesn.

How are you familiar with that?

‘Because of hazardous material, emergency

response.

Are there any reéords tha::are kept regarding .
CHEMTREC at the Elkhart yard? }

Not in my office.

In someone else's office?

Possibly in ;ransportation_

And who is in charge-qf tranapqrtation?

Jeft Géary. |

But there are no records in your office regarding

CHEMTREC?

No.
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If there's an accident or a spill at'the.Blkhart
yard and the local authorities are nétified; are
records regarding that notification kept at
Elkhart? )
Adain, I.éouldn't answer that.
Are they kept at your'office?
No. :
Ar§ you familiar with the Bureau of Explosives?
Yes. _ |
How are you familier with them? .
That is the book that we use -~ it's from the
BOE -- the BOE 6000 I referred to.
Is that the only understanding you have of BOE or
the Bureau of-sxplosivés?
That's the only dealing I-have; yes.
Do you have any records in your.oftice regarding
either phone calls or notes with'respect ;o.the

Bureau of Explosives?

- No.

- Do you know whether those records exist dut at

Blkhart?
I couldn’'t answer that.
Are>you_familiar with the Department of

Transportation?.

'In what respect?
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Have you ever heard of them?

As far as the railroad or'the organization?

I'm sorry, with respect té Conrail and the
Elkhart yard.

ﬁo, no. I've never dealt with them.

Are the;e any records in your office régarding
the Department_of Transportation?

No." |

Other than the BOE-6000?

- Right.-

Are you familiar with the system operation

ogfice?

) - :No'

Are you familiar with any environmental --
E#cusq me. The system opéfation office, the
Conraill operation office?

Yes. .

We have -- I have a name that if I am uncertain

about a hazardous material, that I cah call'and

verify.

And that's a name at the system operation éffice
at Conrailé

At.Conrgil, the Coﬁrqil office.

And is that in Elkhart or Philadelphia?
Philadelphia.




10

11
12
13
14

15

16 -

17
18

19

20

21
22
23
24
25

0 > O » ©

Who 1s that person?

I can't think of his name right this minute. I
have it in my book, but I can't think of his
name. | |
Okay. ?hat kind of information would you be able
to get from this person?

Example, if I was not sure of a cbmmodity, if I
could not find the IDOT number and I was not
clear in'my mind wha; it meant, I could call him.
ﬁhen YOu say the IDOT number, is that the same as
the STCC nuhbar?v ’ |
No. That is a difterentvtype of number. It's a

UN number or an NA. A UN number would be system

~ wide, United Nation31

Okay. So it's not a Conrail designéted number?
No.

Whereas thé sSTCC number'is?_

Yes. : -

But they both would -- they both identify
basically the same thing, right?

Oh-huh,'yeéh;

Would there be any other reason you would contact
the systqm operation office? |
No..

Do you have any records of when you have
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contacted the system operation pffice?

No.

'Any phone records, notes, memos?

No.

Have yoﬁ ever sent a letter to the system
operation office?

No. |

Has the btfice'ever sent one to you?

No. |

Are you familiar with the state environmenﬁal-
agency? I.believe it's theIIndianﬁ Debartment bf
Environmental Protection. | |

I know who you're referring to, but I havé ﬁéver
dealt with them.

Do you know 1if there's any recofds in your office
regarding the state environmental agency?

Not in mine.

Do you know.whethér there are any records at the

Elkhart yard?

I cquldn't answer for the others.

Afe you familiar with the National Transportation

Sqfety_Board?

‘Agein, I'm familiar with the name, but I’'ve hever

dealt with them.

Are there any records in your office redarding. 
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the Natiénal Transportation Safety Board?
No. | '
Are you familiar ﬁith the term "emergency
coordinator* with respect to handling hazardous

matérials?

. Yeah.

Are there any recqrds in your'office regarding
the emergency cbofdinator? :

No.

Do you know where those records would be kept?
Transportation.

That's with Mr. Geary again?

Uh-huh. | |

Are you familiar with.the procedures of
reéponding to spills of-réleases of hazaréous
material at the Conrail yérd?

Not all the procedures, no.

Are_you'familiér with any of theh?

A couple of them..

And which procedutes are those?

Where they would notify the CHEMTREC if there was

" an emergency, if there was something happening,

" and get a copy of the waybill and the HazMat,

which &gain is the -- that's about it.

So if there were a spill and they,would-notify'




10.

11
12

13

14
15

16

17
18
19

20

21
22

23

24

25

>

>

0

> 0 » O »

© ¥ O ¥ ©

98
this CHEMTREC, they would get a copy of the

waybill and the HazMat form from you?

They could get it from me or they could pull it

'cut of the computer themselves.

How would your otfice be involved with a spill?

- Actually, we.wouldn't other than pulling the

paperwork for them if they needed us to.

And what paperwork form would that be?

The waybill, the HazMat.

Are there any other‘formi?'

No.

Again; there's no recoras in your office.
regarding communication with CHEﬁTREC?-

No.

Are thére.any records kept in your office
regarding any reports or ihvﬁstigations intol
spills?

No.

"Are there any notes or records kept in your

office by persdnnel who report spills?
No. | | |

Do you know.wheré_those rééords are kept?
I don't.know; |

Do you know whether they are kept?

I don't know.
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_.Do you have any maps, drawings or damage reports
“that are kept in your office regarding spills?

I have nothing regarding spills.

What sort of computer generated-data would__
someone want or get from the'TﬁlMs system.
regarding a spill of hazardous materials?
The'waybill would be one of them. That would
show who the'shipper.was.' The second would be
the HazMét to tell you how to respona.

Okay. Are therse any records.kept in your office
regarding contacts wirh'local emergency agencies?
No. .
Are you familiar with a channel, a radio channel,
that's designated'as an emergéncy'channel?

No.. |

What is the 49 series STCC number?

It indicates hazardous material.

So that 8 the first two numbers of an STCC number

that would have hazardous materials?

Yes.

What other numbers are included in the numﬁer?

For example, if 49 designates that it's hazardous
materials, what are the -- what do the other
numbers designafe?

The actual commodity, what it is.
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Is there a listing of those numbers?

Yes. We have a commodity book.-

A commodity book?

A commodity code STCC book.

Do you know what the commodity -- or the STCC
number is for trichloroethylene?

No, I don't know.

How about carbon tetrachloride?

No. I don't. |

How does the-computer'or the TRiHs system
generate a STCC number; inlother words, how'is
that number inputted and how do you aécess it?
On a waybill or on a HazMat?

On a waybill.

I don't do waybills sé.ifm not sure.

How about a HazMat?

You would enter the HAZ and the STCC number and
it would give you a HazMat printout.

'Is there anything else inputted other than_that?

That and the STCC number.

Are there any records in your office regarding

100

the idqntification'of a Iead'envi:onﬁental agency

that would respond to a spill of hazardous

materials?

No.
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Are there any records in your Qtfice regarding
the potsoﬁnel that are in chafge of_overséeing_
the response to a spill at Conrail?

No, thére's nbthing,

Empioyee reéords'or anything like that?

No.

Are ﬁhere any records in yoﬁr office regardihg
any claiﬁs made by personnel involved in'a.spill
or accidenf?

No.l

Are you familiar with the terms ”unusﬁal
occurrence"?

Yes.

How are you familiar with thdse terms?

. "Unusual occurrence" covers a wide area. I will

use it in a'report I send if something out of the
ordinary happéns in my department.

So it's a general sort of térm”applied to all

kinds of events?

True.
Are there any records in your office :egarding'_
the labbr relations department with respect to

hazardous materials handling or spills?

No.

How about any records regarding the public

101
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. affairs department or between the public a:fairs

department --

No.

You-mentioned earlier a CT-168.

Yeah.

Where are thqse képt?

By the biil rack clerk, outbound cle:k.
How long are they kept for again?

Three mpnthqf' | | |

Kre there cqpies made of those?

We keep a copy on file torithree ﬁonths;_
And where -- and the original goes'wiih the
train? . |
Yes.

Do you know if any other coples are kept?

- No, there's no others.
'Has the form for keeping a 168 changed since'you

started at Conrail?

It has, vyes. A couple years ago it had the first.

‘and f— it had the position of the car.
'Okay. But that's the only change -

'Yes.

(Continuing) -- that you're aware of?
All right. Are you familiar with a form

CT-65?
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- shipping papers regarding hazardous materials.

103

Are you familiar with any othef‘written records
regarding accidents, leakage, derailments or any

incidents involving hazardous materials?

Do you keep aﬁy records in your office regarding
phone calls orinotes regarding the handiing_of
hazardous materials? | |

Any bhone callé or notés in_regard'to handling?
Right. For example, 1if soméohe wants to cill a
manufacturer of a hazardous material on_handlihg;
would tﬁéy nofmally keep a phbne record of a —=
some kind éf note?

No, no.

Are you familiar with a Department of
Transportation form F 5800.17

No. | |

Are'you famiiiar with shipping papers?

Which type of shipping paper?

Shipping papers pursuant to Séction'174.258,

As far as shipping papers, again, it would be the
waybill, that the crew —-- that the crew dogs not
move the car without a waybill.

Let me turn your attention to what's been date
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stamped 02235 qh Exhibit No. 2.

Oh, okay. |

In the left column there it says, ?Examples of
Required informétibh on Shipping Papers." Does
that look familiar to you? S

Yes.

How does that look familiar to you?

Because that's what you would see on a waybill.

'Is that an example of a'wgybill, I mean, the

'information that would be on a waybill?

Part of it.
But there would be other information?

Yes.

Do you have records of that -- of shippihg papers.

other than waybills in your office?
I don't receive shipping orders, no.
Ckay. . You mentioned_earlier that you are --

you're familiar with the tefm "residue"?

Yes.

Are records of tank cars that carry residue kept
separatelyffiom records of other kinds of cars?
If it last contained residue or hazardous
material, we keqp a-copy of that on file until

the car leaves the yard. It goes with the'qar;

So the copy would go with the car or the original
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" would --

Whichever we had, § copy or the original,
whichever we had.

And after the car leaves the 4f leaves the yard,
you would not keep a'copy after ﬁhat point?l

No.

Do you'know of any other location at the yard
where there would be :ecords.of tank cars
containing fesidue?

No. |

Are you faﬁiliar with switchinq ordgrs?

Some. | |

Some?

Some.

What are they?

They're'whatzwe.used to call 1580's.  1It's a
switching order given to a local crew to service

customers.

‘What do you mean to a local crew?

I

That's what the crew is called that serves local

cugstomers around town.

Okay. So a switching order would -- is that

~ something that is generated by Conrail or by a

customer?

By Conrail.
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And is it given to a customer then?
NQ. it's given to the crew.
And what kind of information is on a switching
ordér? ‘
It givéq_you the car initial number, if it was

loaded or'eﬁpty,-and the place it was pulled to.

~ Where are those kept?

We keep a copy on file for our locai crew at .

Elkhart.

-Howllonq do you keep those?

Try to keeplthem for about a yqﬁf.

You say that you try to keep them for a_year. 'Is
there some reason why you wouldn't keep tﬁem for‘
a year? | |

No, no, there's no reason. We do keep them.

And what.héppans to them after a yearf

Tﬁey';e diqusqd of.

They're thrown away?

~ Uh~huh.

-Are'copies made?

No.-
Is that a form that has changed since you'veibeen
employed by Conrail?

Yes., 1It's computer_gene:ated now.

Is that the pnly change?
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Yeah.

—— AN

'So it's the same kind of information; igﬂs just

the way in which i@fs generated that is
different?

Uh~huh.

_Are you aware of any copies that are kept at

Pennsylvania ~- in Philadelphia of those forms?
No. |

Do ail'Conrail_terminals use those fofms?

Yes. |

Are you familiar with a hazardous waste manifest?
No. | |
You mentioned ea:lier_that there is a_&ocument_ 
which indicated the position in a train of each
car that would contain hazardous materials.
What -- is there a form that,indicateb that
information? | |

The CT-168.

That's the 168?l

Uh-huh.

Okay. What exactly is a train consits again?

It lists all car numbers with all the information

on the nine lines and in the.order”of the train

standing.

Where are those kept?
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The inbound into Elkhart we keep oﬁ file at
Elkhart. The outbound would be kept on file aﬁ
Lansing COC, Lansing, Illinois.
With respect to the inbound.that are kept at
Elkhart, how long are théy kept there for?
Three mon#hs. o

" And the outbound that are kept iﬁ.Lansing how

- long afa they kept for?
I.don't know how loﬁg théy keep theirs for.
Mr. King wot;d know that?

 Yeah. - | _
With respect to the ohes that are_kept'in
Elkhart,_who normally keepa'thdse records?
We keép them in the file -- in the storage room
6n'my floor. | | |
And are.copies made?
No.
What form are those kept in?
Whmt.do you mean?
I meﬁn are théy kept on an eight'and a half by
eleven piece of paper or.g computer card-or tapé?
Yeah, it wbuld be eight and a half by eleven.
Have those -- strike thafg a :

Has thqt form changed since you've been

e — —— —— —— —— —— — A S ———" P — . S——  Sa——— a——— et— | D  S———— (M ey A e S . ———  e——
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No. .
(Continuing) -- at Conrail?
Is there any identifying number on that
form? |
No.

It's just called a consits?

_ Uh-huh.

A train éonsits?

Uh~huh.

" And do all Conrail terminals use that forﬁ?

Yeah.

When a train leaves the yard, does it have i
consits that goes with it or ig that geherated at
the -- at the destination?

No. 1It has a wheel report that goes with it.

_Okay.‘ So is it the same as the wheel report?

The wheel report is slightly different than the
train consits. |
What's - |

It has all the same informaﬁion,ljﬁst a little

bit different printout.

' It's the same informgtion but it's in a different

form, or is there different informatiog on a
wheel report? 

The'wheél report has -- if there is any hazardous
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it will tell you exactly where it is from the

- head end. It will be all attached, and the

CT—168'wquld'be attached to the wheel report.
So a wheel report would contain a consits, as
well?

Yeah.

110

Okay. Are you familiar with a notice which would'

shoy the location of each train -- I'm sorry --

of each car that is placarded "Explosives A“ or -

"poison Gas"? .Is that the same as a consits?

Eﬁch position in a train?

Right. If there is a car that contains poison
gas[ is fhere a notice that'wquld'identify that?
If it's in an outbound train,.it wouid be oﬁ a
168. | |

If it's on an inbound train?

It should have a 168 with it when it comes in.

~And if it's just in the yard, that is, it's not

going in -- it's not going out and it's not

| coming in, it's just sitting in the yard, is.

there a'notiqe'or a form that would identify the ~

location of that?

No,

While a car is in the yard, the Elkhart yard, and
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assuming the car contains hazardous materialp,'is
there a form or some sort of tracking document
thét,would idqntify where that ca:'is in the
yard?

Only by car nuﬁbér. ?ou must have the car
number. _ | |

Okay. .So if -~ if I walked into your office and =
said I want ﬁo know where ali the cars are that
are.--.thét contain hazardous materials, ﬁhat
would be impossible?

Like I:explhined earlier, ﬁheré is a form';hat
you can ask for either iank_ca:s of by coﬁmodity.
So you can -- okay. So outside of that method
therq's no way to -- |

No.

Are there any récords kept in your office

.regérding visual inspections or defects on cars?

The only records I would have-of defects in the

.cars is'a_copy sent to me from the car shop of

cars in the shop to be repaired.

Okaj. Can you think of any records offhand 1ike

that? For example, is there any that have a CT
number, a tng of record?
No. 1It's a piain form they send to me. It just

lists car number initial, what the defect was.
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Is that form called anything?

Shop report. That's it.

Shop repott?

(Witness nodaed head.)

Are there-ény records kept in your office
regarding whgthér or not a cér has been accepted
at its destinatiéﬁ? For example, whén a train
leaves the Elkhart yard and it arrives at another

yard, does Elkhart receive a record that that

" train arrived?

No.

So once'they leave -~

It's gone.

They're gone. Okay. Are thefe any reports in
your offiég regérding'inspeétion iapqrtﬁ of empty
tank cars -- | |

No.

(Continuing) -- which contain hazardous

materials?

 (Witness shook head.)

Are there any inspection reports kept in your

office at all?
No. -
Are there any --

Excuse.mé a minute. I 4o recognize this. It
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 threw me because I'm used to this little red

book.
Okay. What do you recognize this document as?
It's the hazardous materials pfocedures, what we

have to look for, what they're instructed to do,

where the cars should be placed and everything.

And how do you recognizé.this?

I recogniié the CT-225. Thai's_the name of the
book. | |

I mean:do'you use this document or do you'have"
one at work?

We hé?e them, yes. Yes, wé hayé them at work..
Do you have one in your office? |

I have them out at the bill rack.

Mounted?

In the drawer.

Okay. Do you have any records in your officé
regarding the rgpair or recondition 6f tank cars?
The only records I have is what I receive f?om

the shop, the shop report, and a 1909. This says

. when they're repgired.'

A CT-1909?

AD-1909.

‘And what is an AD-1909?

It's a report sent up from the shop that tells me

113
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if the car has been okayed so I can write "okay"

- for both -- okay means its been repaired.

And what kind of information is Qh an AD190§5

The car number initial. a grade if they've

' upgradqd ii, and the type of car it is and if

it's an okay or a setbgckQ

Does it indicate the repair that ﬁas made?

No.

Does it indicate the material that the car was
carrying prior to'the repair?
No;‘ |

Where are those reqords.kept?-
On my floor.

And how long are they kep; fof?
About three months.

Are any copieé made?

No.

Are there any other ¢opies other ﬁhan the §ne'you
have that you know of? |

The car shop would have the originél;

Do you know what happensvﬁo the original?

No, i'don't; |

And who would know that?

Gary Yost. |

Is the same -- you mentioned earlier that these
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Q

records are destroyed; they'ré thrown away after

‘three months. 1Is it the same person that throws

them away all the time?

No. It's == it would be a different clerk,
whoever is aéailable. | “

I think you mentioned that earlier. Has the form
df the AD-1§09 éhanged éinée you've been -- since
you started at Confaii?'

No. | _ _

This is a -- this is an eidht and a half b&
eleven sheet of péper?. |

Yes. |

Do you know whether all the Conrail terminals use

this form?

~Yes, they do. 1It's a standard form.’-.

Okay. Are there any records in your office other

~ than the AD-1909 reggrding leakiﬁg.tank cars?

I have nothing about leaking tank cars.
(Plaintiff's Deposition Exhibit No. 3

marked for identification.)

Okaf. I'm handing you now what's been marked as
Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 3. Have you ever seen
this document?

No.
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Turning your attention to what's been marked as

00640 on Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 3, at the top of
the page, beginning with A thxough M,lcah you. )
telllme whether .your ofticé'has any”records_ot_
that information regarding épiils o? hazardous .
material;? _ | - |

My office does not hava'any of it.

 Can you tell me what office would have it?

Trénsporfation. _
And that's under Mr. Geary?
Uh-huh.

Any other offices?

I don't know.

‘Turning your attention td what's been marked as

number 00646 on Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 3, at the

-bottom of the page there are three companies}

Have you ever heard of those cohpanies?
No, I have not.

Have you ever heard of a Spill Prevention Control

and Countermeasure Plan?

No, I have not. | -
Are you familiar with a CT-788, otherwise known

as an unu_sual 6ccurr_ance report?

~ That's transportation's report. I don't use it,

And do you have any copies of those reports in
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~your office?

No.
Is transportation the only one that would have

those reports?

" I can't say for sure if they're the only ones.

Do you know how long those reports are kept?
No, I don't. |

Do you know whether any copies are sent to
headquarters in Philadelphia?

I can't answer any of their'questions for them.

Are you familiar with a spill log?

No. ' .

That is a compiled report of spills.
No, I'm not.
{(Plaintiff's Deposition Exhibit No. ¢

marked for identification.)

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

I'm handing you what's been marked as Plaintiff's

Exhibit_No. 4. Have you ever seen this document
before?

No, I have not.

Da iou know whether theré are'any reports kept-at
the Elkhart yard regarding spills of hazardous
materials?

I can't answer for transportation.
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Q | So you're saying that £rénsport§tion would have
.that report, if anybody did? | |
A My department would npt have anything -- anything
to do with it., no.
-MR. ERHILIb: I doh't think she said
transportation; She -- she started with her

‘departmant.
" MR. LINDLAND: But then she said she
can't ansher for transportation.
MR. ERMILIO: That's right. She didn't
say transbortation did have it. |
BY MR. LINDLAND: |
Q_ .Do you know whether transportaﬁion would,héve_a
report like this?
I can't answer for them; if they have one 6r'not.
Are you familiar with hydrochloric acid?
No. )
How about trichlorocethylene?
No. |
Are you familiér with carbon tetrachloride?

No'

0 > O P O » O »

Do you know whether there are any records kept in
your office regarding the placement of leaking
tank cars or cars that were involved in

accidents?

118
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No, I have none.
| MR. ERMILIO: She's answered at least
a dozen different ways that she doesn't have
" any records régarding leaks or spills. Are.
we going to continue with this? ”

MR. LINDLAND: That last question was
rega:ding ;- let's see -—- cars tﬁat are in
-accidents generally and whéthér or not
she -- —

MR. ERMILIO: Yéu mentioned.leaks.

MR. LINDLAND: Leaks, spills-or

accidents.

'Nothihg with leaks or spills. Accidents only if

it came out of the car'shop on their car report.

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

>
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Are there any records kept in your offiée
regarding fires at the Conrail facility ;¥i
ﬁo; _

(Contiﬁuing) -- in Elkhart?

No. |

No?

No.

- Do you khow who would have those records?

I can't say for sure.

Do you have any records in your office regarding
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the use of refrigerants at—the'Elkhart railyard?
No. " |
Do you know who would have those records?
No. | | | | |

You mentioned the car'shop report or car repair

" report. Are there any other documents other than

that that are generated by the car shop that you
would have?

That's all I have now.

"Did you have some earlier?

In ﬁhe past -- well, they generate an MP-1501.
It's a shop bad order ticket,
That's MP?

Yeah. I believe it's MP-1501.

And what's_thét called?

It's a bad order ticket.
Bad order ticket?

Uh-huh.

" And what is a bad order ticket?

When they bad order a car that can't be moved.
I guess I don't understand the term "bad order."\
Bad order means a car is in need of repair:_it

cannot leave the yard.

So there would be a report generated for each one

. of those cars?
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 Yes.

And whefe would thgt record be kept or where
would that report be kept?

Occasionally I receive it, but it'é supposed to
be faxed to:Lansing COC, a copy of it.

Okay.' You-say that_occasionally you would
receive it? |

In error I receive some occasionally.

So you no:mally don't receive them but sometimes
you wéuld”——

Not anymore.

(Continuing).-— inadverteﬁtly. Do you stii1 have
those reports? |

No. Once I fax it on I don't keep them.

_So you get the report and then your office faxes

it to Lansing?

Uh-huh. .If I get it in error, I fax it éh, ves.
Okay.

That's only a copy.

Excuse me? |

It's oniy a copy that I would feceiVe if I
received any at all.

Okay.. And then that's destrbyed after it's

_faxed?

Uh-huh.
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Do you know how long Lansing keeps those?

No, I don't.

Are éﬁy copiles @ade?

No.

Is therg a.summary 6f how many of those are
faxed; is there any recérd of how many of those
qet'faied Qut?

I don't keep a record of them, no.

Does anfbodf in your office?

Not in ﬁy office, no. |

Does anyone_at'Elkﬁart?

They're héndled by the car department;
Iﬁ'the.Elkhaft yard, the car shop deparﬁment?
Uh-huh. "

Do you know whether -- what form those are in; in
other words, is itfan.eight and a half by eleven

plece of paper?

" No. It's small, two-by-four, two-by-five. It's

a small form.
Like a card? -
Like -- about the size of a card, yes.

Has that form changed since you've been in

'Elkhart?'

No.

When did you stop receiving those? You mentioned
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earlier thét you used té':eceive thém.
About three yéars ago. |
Three years égo you stopped receiving them?:
Uh-huh.
Why did you stop réceiving them, if you know?
They put.out néw hrocedures that the repofting ié'
supposed to be done at Lansing COC.
Is that -- are those procedures in any manual or
diréctive documents?
It's in what we call a DICS notice that.was put
dut by Conrail.
A --
It's like a document, but we cail'it a DICS
noticef It's entered into the compUte: system.
Is thére a way to get a coby of that notice?
I don't know 1f it's still in there or not.
Okay. Who would we contact in Philadelphia to
get a éopy of that; do you kndw?
Your best connection would be to go through Stan
Gula. He would know ﬁow to get through -- who to
contact. | |
Okaf. Do you know whether all Conrail terﬁinals
use that notice? .

It's a standard form.

" Okay. So they do or they don't?
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You mean the 1501 or the reporting?

 The 1501.

It's a standard férm.

Aré you famiiiar with a form known as the
Hazardous Substance Survey form?

No. I'm not.

Are you aware of any forms used at the Elkhart
yard regafding'hazardous substance?

No.

Can you think of any other records ﬁhat'are kept
by the car shop that you ﬁould have either
regardiﬁg cleaniné, spills, loss of materi&l,
destruction of material?

No, nothing.

What about purchasing records?

"I don't have any of those.

‘Do you have any records regarding the B and.B

building?

No, I don't.

_Do you have any records regarding the diesel

shop?

No, I don't,

What about records regarding repairs made ét the
diesel shop? |

No, I-wouldn't have any of theirs.
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But yéu do have records regarding repairs made at
the car shop?
Yes. |
And why'do you-have records regarding tepairs ét
the car shop and not repairs in any other
location? | |
The sysﬁem is set up for_ﬁs to report when the
cars go to the shop and éfe rebaired, but'I have -
absolutely nothing to do wiﬁh diesel locomotives.
That's handled in their department.
And what about repairs thatzwere.made.by the

B and B building?

'No, I have nothing to do with thqsé,

You'rg in the main hump tower, I presume?

Yes. |

Do you havé any records regarding ﬁny
commﬁnications between.the_hump tower and other
towers or the tower -- or the hump tower and any

of the other buildings?

. No, I don't.

. Do you have any records regarding the retarder

tower?
No, I don't.
Any records regarding the clean-out track?

As far as the clean-out track, if they upgrade
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the cars and thqy'send me a 1909, we input the
gfadq changes.
What do you mean by "upgrade the cars"?
If the car ﬁas B grade and the§ upgfadéd it to an
A grade, we would go and ﬁakg'a grade change on
it | | |
What's a B —; a B grade? First of all, how many
grades are there? | |

I couldn't tell you exactly how many there are.

Was it like A through D or something?

" Three or_fbur'at ledst, I'd say, on a box car.

And who grédas them?

The rep tech, which is part of the car shop.

is D a lower grade than A?

Yes.

-Are‘cafs normally upgradéd of.downgraded af the
clean-cut track?

Yes. |

And that dowhgradiﬁg or upgrading would be
recofded on a 1909 form, right?

Yes.

" And you have copies of those?

I have copies, yes.
Okay. And how long are those copies kept?

Three months.
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Three monthé. Okay. Do you have any other
records regarding the cléan—but tréck?.
No. |

Any records regarding_tha west tower?

No.

North tower?

No.

South tower?

No.

Do you have any unionlrecordé, that ié, recérds
ragarding meetings, safety and health records or
complaints? | |

What type of union meetings?

Any kind.. |

No, I don't have anything oh file.

Regardiﬁg union meetihgs?

No, nothing.

ﬁdw about regarding the union,'period?

The only thing I have to do with the union, since
I have the clerical'force,_is'iﬁ we have a talk

about an individual, that's in his file, it's

~under his name, but as far as reports or

‘anything, no.

Any records regarding safety or health records?

What type of safety records?
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That éra.genefated by unions.
No. _ .
Any safety and heglth records generally?
The only thing I have is a persbnhel file on my
people where we do safety observations and if I
send them for a physical. That's the only health
records I wou1d have on them. |
Do yoﬁ-have any records of complaints by
employees?'
No.
Do youlﬁave aﬁy records -- strike that.

Are you familiar with a material safety aata
sheet? |
No.
Do yoﬁ have any records in your officg regarding
the handling 6f haza:dous materials'other than
the HaiMat forms --

No.

(Continuing) -- that you referred to?

The handling of hazardous material?
Yes.

The only other thing we have is the emergency

~response booklet.

What about the handling of hazardous materials

that are used in either the car shop or the




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

129

B and B building?

A No, I have nothing to do with that.

Q | Are you familiar with the use of refrigerants at
all?

A .NO.

MR. LINDLAND: _Okay.. I have no further
questions right now, although we do réserve
our.right to continue this debosition
pending the_ﬁroduction Qf any other
ddcuments identified during this deposition.

CROSS EXAMINATION o
BY MR. cUNNINGHAM: |
Q .I_really have very few questions for you, mostly
in the érea of classification.
. You have been with_Conréil, as I understand
it,.since 1978; is that right?
-\ Yes, sir. |
Q And you‘woqld have no knowledge whatsoqvér about
.Any events at the Elkhart ydrd when Penn Central
had the yard; am I correctf
A Are you asking if I was dware of anything when
Pénn Central was in chafge?
_.Q Yes. |
A I did not go to Elkhart until '85.  That was

after.
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‘knowledge of wﬁat happened, if anything, at

Elkhart with regard to any environmental spills
in the '60's?

I was not there. No, i wouldlnot have knowledqe.
Looking.at you, you probably would have been in
grade school at that time?l

Thank you, sir.

You had never been to Elkhart, as I understand

it, before 1978; is that correct?

True.
Can you tell me, for the record, what your role

is with the company? I've listened carefully, I

recordkeeping:'isn't that_right?

I'm the supervisor in chgrge of the clerical
force at Elkhart. We classify the trains for
tranéportation 80 they could switch_the cars to
go wherever necessary. We provide them with.gll

the information for the inbound. We provide them

with the information for the outbound. I do not

_keep records for transportation..

And you have nothing to do whatsoever,'as_I_

. understand it, with environmental spills; is that

right?

130

'think, to what you do as primarily in the area of
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You'ré’correét. 

That's.handled bf other departments at Elkhart;
isn‘'t that right? -

Other departments would handle what goes on 1in
the yérd, yes;. .

And I think you made some reference to the
transportation’depaftment as haQing perhéps_some
responsibilities in that areé,'although,you
weren't sure; is that correct?

I can't.answer for.what transportation is
responsible fof.

Whaf about cargo losses}:is thefe anything you
have to do with cargo losses? Do you know what a
cargo loss is? |

You mean lo;s.of lading?

Yes.

The only way I'd4 be aware of that is if somebody
in an&ther department would notify me.

And if théy would no£ify you, how could you help
them? | ' | |

As I stated to the other gentleman, if there's a

._trﬁnsfer'and they send me the proper form, then I

handle getting it shown in the computer, the
waybill change by the coc.

Do you have inquiries from any other departments
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at Conra11 §bout_cargo lossgs?
Not ~-- ho, no. |
I assume that at Conrail there is a department a
that wduld'handle such 1o§sgs?
Yes. |
Would you have any idea whét'depa:tment that
would_berand where that would be and who would be
in charge of ic?
Loss of lading would be damage prevention."Ih
Chicago it would be Ren Galos. |
So that if an ?—_an individual selling a
product ~f whét do yéu call those, consignbrs?
Turnover cars?
Well, in other words, if cargo or ﬁﬁterial is
being transportéd, there's usually é seller and . a

buyer, I take it?

- True.

You're just tﬁe intermediary wherein you deliver
it? o

We_delivér,_yeg}

The seller would naﬁurally'want to make sure that
his product is delivered in its entirety to the
buyer, and assuming that sometimés along the.way
things are lost or stolen, énd if that is the

case, how woﬁld_a person begin, let's say as a
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seller,_to determine where that loss occurred,
how it occurred and who was responsible? Can you

tell me that?

When the car reéches designation} if the contents

does not match their shipping order, then they
contact the Conrail claims department who'does_
the investigating.

Okay. So that in the case of a leak, Mrs. Birr,

" if the seller or buyer said, "Look, I only got'

- half of this gasoline and there was supposed to

be twice as much in this tank car than there
was,” they would then begin to inquire of Conrail
first to the claim departhent; is that cdrrect?
Yes.

And where is the claim department located?

We haveké claim department iﬁ Elkhart.

Okay. Letfs assume that the loss occurred
someplace between'CleQeland and-Elkhar; and it

came into the Elkhart yard and was deficient in

~its volume -- let's say it was carbon

tetrachlofide -~ how wéuld'fqu be ab;e to find
out where ﬁhat'was lost if you were:a"buyer or.a
séller? ﬁheré would you begin?

Ail I céul& tell you is that they woﬁld ha&e_to

contact the claim department and claim does the -
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inveetigetion;

That's an area you &ould contact the ciaim
department at Elkhart? _

Well, not necessarily Elkhart. Any cleim
department on Conrail you can contact.

But you're te111ng me there is an EBElkhart claim
department is that rzght?

Yeah there is a claim department at Elkhert
And who is in charge of that? |

I think his name is Keuffmen.

And how long has he been there?

I don't knowf

And do yeu,know how large a staff there is or.
where that office is located?

No, I don't. |
Whet is Kauffman'e first nam;?'

I don't know. 1I've only spoke to him on the

~ phone.

Have you had any dealings with claims at all?

No. |

All you know is that it ekists?

Yeah. |
What branch does the claim department fall under?
I thlnk Mr. Geary-mentloned the various

departments._traneportation, engineeriné,
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maintenance, communication and signal and

;cleiical as being-the five departments at

Elkhart.

Yeah. That's the departments, but as far as

" claims, they're a separate entity. They have

nothing to do with us.

Is this a separate --

Yeah.

Are there any --

They process cléims. That's it.

Is there an insurance department, too, at
Conrail?

I don't know.

You have never had any dealings with that?
No,\at all.

Db-you know, Mrs. Birr, whether in addition to a
claim department at- Elkhart, there is aiSO'one at
Lansing,nlllinqis? |

Well, m€jbe claims is Ciaims instead of damage
prevention.- I could be wrong. - .

I'm not trying to trick you or anythin97 I'm
just trying to find out what yoﬁ got there at

Conrail so we know and can locate this

information.

We have been brought into this lawsuit based

135
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on an allegation that back in the '60's there was
a massive spill that occurred at Elkhart, and
we're trying to find out where there might.be
some record; on that. |
Iréouidn't help you there; i don't know.

Do you know Mr. Claude Brewton?

No, I don't. -

Do you knoﬁ Mr. Ted Berkshire?

No, I don't.

Do you have any knowledge at all about what I've
just mentioned to you, an allegation that there
was a spill --

No, I don't.

(Continuing) ~- in the late '60's?

No.

So you have no knowledge of that whatserer?

No.

~ And in_order.to conclude, let me just ask you

this: If yoﬁ were to be helpful to mé, where
would you tell me to look to find out whether or
not this allegation was ﬁrue or np;? Can you
giye me'ahy.help in that qrea?

The only thing I could suggeﬁt is to contact the
claimé department ahd_let_theh lead you.

So I'd start there?
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Uh-huh. |
You have no other departments or knowledge as to
where_I could find this_information -

No, I don't. _
(Continuing) -~ is that right?
MR. CUNNINGHAM: That's all I have.
Thank'you,

MR. ERMILIO: I have no questions.

Betty Jane Birr

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me
this day of
A.D. 1992.

Notary Public, State of Indiana
County of Residence:
My Commission Expires:
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CERTIFICATE

I, Ursula A. Wenzel, a Notary Pﬁglic in and
for the Coﬁnty of St. Joseph and State of |
~Indiana, duly authorized to administer oaths, do
héreby certify there appeared before me at the
said time and place, BETTf JANS_BIRR,.whq was
firsé du1§ sworn_to testify the truth in response
'#to questions ﬁropounded at the taking of the
proceedings in the above-captioned cause.

I further certify that I reported in
machine shorthand (Xscribe) thé proceedings at -
‘the said time and place which were reduced_to
typewriting under my supervision; that the
foregoing typewritten transcript is a true and
accuraté recorq'thereof.

I.further certify that the.deposition was
'rgad and signed in the.presence of a duly -
authorized officer. |

o IN WITNESS WHEREOF; I havé héreunto set my

"hand and affixed my notarial seal this . day

of . A.D., 1992.

Ursula A. Wenzel, RPR, CP
Notary Public, State of Indiana
Residence: §St. Joseph County
My Commission Expires 9-6-95
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